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[57] ABSTRACT 

An information processing device, including a main proces- 
sor and a coprocessor for processing data according to 
instructions stored in memory, which is composed of an 
instruction bus for transmitting instructions from memory to 
the main processor and coprocessor; a first bus used for 
transmitting data from the main processor to the coproces- 
sor; a second bus used for transmitting data from the 
coprocessor to the main processor; instruction detecting 
means for detecting coprocessor calculation instructions out 
of the instructions received from memory; operand identi- 
fying means for identifying source registers and destination 
registers specified by operands in a detected instruction; data 
supplying means for supplying data from the identified 
source registers to the coprocessor via the first bus; data 
storing means for storing coprocessor calculation results in 
the identified destination registers; coprocessor instruction 
detecting means for detecting coprocessor calculation 
instructions out of all of the instructions received from the 
memory; and coprocessor instruction executing means for 
executing the coprocessor calculation instructions detected 
by the coprocessor instruction detecting means using data 
supplied by tbe first bus and for supplying the calculation 
result on the second bus. 

23 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 
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FIG. 10 
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MICROPROCESSOR SYSTEM WHICH 
EFFICIENTLY SHARES REGISTER DATA 
BETWEEN A MAIN PROCESSOR AND A 
COPROCESSOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an information processing 
device which is made up of a main data processing device 
(main processor) and a sub expansion processing device 
(coprocessor) for processing data according to instructions 
stored in a memory. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

In recent years, great improvements have been made in 
processing power by equipping data processing devices 
(hereinafter, "processors") with expansion computational 
devices (hereinafter, "coprocessors") which, according to 
necessity, execute special calculations at high speed. 

The main conventional methods for providing such copro- 
cessors consist of the installation of the coprocessor inside 
the main processor and of the connection of a coprocessor to 
the main processor according to necessity. Of these, the 
former installation method has the drawbacks of increases in 
cost and in power consumption when the coprocessor is not 
being used, so that a method for connecting a coprocessor 
which is equal in performance to an installed coprocessor is 
desired. 

Conventional information processing devices which 
include a coprocessor connected to the main processor 
operate so that coprocessor calculations are performed by 
the processor decoding instructions for the coprocessor and 
then informing the coprocessor of the decoded commands. 
This method has a drawback in that the transfer of com- 
mands from the processor generates considerable overheads 
which makes the processing time taken by the coprocessor 
too long. 

In response to this problem, Japanese Laid -Open Patent 
Application 1-240932 discloses an information processing 
device which, by having a coprocessor take and decode a 
same instruction at the same time as a processor which 
executes pipeline processing, can achieve a reduction in the 
time needed for command transfer and decoding. 

However, when coprocessors in such conventional infor- 
mation processing devices execute processing using the data 
held in the general registers of the main processor, or when 
data processed by the coprocessor is stored in the general 
registers in the main processor, the data first has to be 
temporarily stored in the memory, with this transfer of data 
to the memory increasing execution time and thereby reduc- 
ing the performance of the system. 

Similarly, when coprocessors in such conventional infor- 
mation processing devices execute processing using the flag 
information held in the flag storage registers in the main 
processor or when flag information processed by the copro- 
cessor is stored in the flag storage registers in the main 
processor, the flag information first has to be temporarily 
stored in the memory, with this transfer of flag information 
to the memory increasing execution time and thereby reduc- 
ing the performance of the system. 

Also, when data processed by the coprocessor and flag 
information processed by the coprocessor is stored in the 
flag storage registers and general registers in the main 
processor, it is necessary for the main processor to lock 
pipeline processing until the storage of the data and flag 
information in the general registers or flag storage registers 
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is complete, which increases execution time and thereby 
reduces the performance of the system. 

Similarly, when an interruption process arises during the 
processing of the coprocessor, since the data currently being 
5 processed cannot be stored, it becomes necessary for the 
coprocessor to reexecute the processing of the data after the 
interruption process has been completed. This increases 
execution time and thereby reduces the performance of the 
system. 

10 Finally, when an task switching process arises during the 
processing of the coprocessor, since the data currently being 
processed cannot be stored, it becomes necessary for the 
coprocessor to reexecute the processing of the task process 
executed before task switching. This increases execution 

15 time and thereby reduces the performance of the system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The first object of the present invention is to provide an 

20 information processing device which, when executing 
coprocessor instructions using data in the general registers 
of the main processor or when storing data processed by the 
coprocessor in the general registers of the main processor, 
does not cause an increase in execution time. 

25 The second object of the present invention is to provide an 
information processing device which, when executing 
coprocessors for different kinds of calculation can be easily 
added or removed according to necessity. 
The third object of the present invention is to provide an 

30 information processing device when executing coprocessor 
instructions using data in the general registers of the main 
processor or when storing data processed by the coprocessor 
in the general registers of the main processor, can execute 
processing at high speed without disorder in the pipeline 

35 processing of the main processor. 

The fourth object of the present invention is to provide an 
information processing device which, when executing 
coprocessor instructions using flag information in the flag 
storage registers of the main processor or when storing flag 

40 information processed by the coprocessor in the general 
register of the main processor, does not cause an increase in 
execution time and a drop in performance. 
The fifth object of the present invention is to provide an 

4J information processing device which can suppress an 
increase in cost due to increased circuit size or an increase 
in power consumption when a coprocessor executes pro- 
cessing using a plurality of operands. 
The sixth object of the present invention is to provide an 

50 information processing device which can suppress an 
increase in execution time and a drop in performance when 
an interruption process occurs during coprocessor process- 
ing. 

The seventh object of the present invention is to provide 
55 an information processing device which can suppress an 
increase in execution time and a drop in performance when 
a task switching process occurs during coprocessor process- 
ing. 

The first object of the present invention by an information 
60 processing device which includes a main processor and a 
coprocessor which process data according to an instruction 
stored in a memory, said information processing device 
comprising: an instruction bus used for transmitting the 
instruction from the memory to the main processor and to 
65 the coprocessor; a first bus used for transmitting data from 
the main processor to the coprocessor; a second bus used for 
transmitting data from the coprocessor to the main proces- 
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sot; an instruction detecting unit, installed in the main 
processor, for detecting a coprocessor calculation instruction 
which is an instruction which should be executed by the 
coprocessor, out of all of the instructions received from the 
memory via the instruction bus; an operand identifying unit, 
installed in the main processor, for identifying source reg- 
isters and destination registers specified by operands in the 
instruction detected by the instruction detection unit; a data 
supplying unit, installed in the main processor, for supplying 
data from the identified source registers to the coprocessor 
via the first bus; a data storing unit, installed in the main 
processor, for storing a calculation result supplied from the 
coprocessor via the second bus in the identified destination 
register; a coprocessor instruction detecting unit, installed in 
the coprocessor, for detecting the coprocessor calculation 
instruction out of all of the instructions received from the 
memory via the instruction bus; and a coprocessor instruc- 
tion executing unit, installed in the coprocessor, for execut- 
ing the coprocessor calculation instruction detected by the 
coprocessor instruction detecting unit using the data sup- 
plied by the first bus and for supplying the calculation result 
on the second bus. 

By means of the above construction, it is no longer 
necessary to execute data transfer via the memory when the 
coprocessor calculates using the data in the data storage unit 
of the main processor or when the calculation result of the 
coprocessor is stored in the data storage unit since the data 
can be directly transferred using the first and second buses 
which are provided between the processor and coprocessor. 
This construction enables the realization of an information 
processing device of high processing performance. 

Also, the information processing device may further com- 
prise: at least one coprocessor, with a coprocessor calcula- 
tion instruction executed by each coprocessor being for a 
different type of calculation, wherein the instruction bus may 
be used to transmit an instruction taken from the memory to 
the coprocessor instruction detecting unit in every 
coprocessor, the first bus may be used to transmit data 
supplied by the data supplying unit to the coprocessor 
instruction executing unit in each coprocessor, the second 
bus may be used to transmit a calculation result of the 
coprocessor instruction executing unit in a coprocessor 
which executed the coprocessor calculation instruction to 
the data storing unit, and the instruction detecting unit may 
detect coprocessor instructions for each coprocessor. 

The above construction enables the realization of the 
second object of the present invention. This is to say, by 
simultaneously connecting a plurality of coprocessors, a 
program which contains a variety of coprocessor instruc- 
tions can be executed at high speed. Also, the attachment or 
removal of coprocessors can be easily achieved according to 
necessity. In this case, there is no change in the electrical 
load of the internal wiring of the main processor regardless 
of the number of coprocessors, so that different configura- 
tions of coprocessors can be chosen freely. In particular, this 
makes it very easy to design the information processing 
device so as to be realized by one chip. 

Also, the information processing device may further com- 
prise: a main processor stage status management unit for 
managing a number of cycles in an instruction execution 
stage of the main processor so as to equal a number of 
execution cycles of the coprocessor instruction executing 
unit, wherein the main processor may execute pipeline 
processing which includes at least an instruction fetch stage, 
an instruction decoding stage and the instruction execution 
stage and the coprocessor may operate in synchronization 
with the main processor. 
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The above construction enables the realization of the third 
object of the present invention. This is to say, by managing 
the main processor and coprocessor so that the number of 
cycles in their execution stages are equal, disorder in the 

5 pipeline processing of the main processor can be avoided. 
Accordingly, a smooth transfer between execution of copro- 
cessor instructions and instruction execution by the main 
processor can be achieved. 
Also, the coprocessor instruction executing unit, on reach- 

10 fog a final cycle during an execution of the coprocessor 
instruction, may notify the main processor stage status 
management unit of an end of coprocessor instruction 
execution and the main processor stage status management 
unit, on receiving a notification of the end of coprocessor 

15 instruction execution, may terminate the instruction execu- 
tion stage during an execution cycle in which the notification 
is received. 

By means of the above construction, providing a signal 
line for transmitting the execution completion signal enables 

20 the avoidance of disorder in pipeline processing and the 
achievement of a smooth transfer to coprocessor instructions 
execution by means of a simple construction. 

Also, the information processing device may further com- 
prise a main processor determining unit for determining a 

25 number of cycles in the execution stage of a main processor 
in accordance with a kind of coprocessor calculation instruc- 
tion detected by the instruction detecting unit, wherein the 
main processor stage status management unit may have the 
instruction execution stage continued for the number of 

30 cycles determined by the main processor determining unit. 
By means of the above construction, it becomes no longer 
necessary to provide a signal line between the main proces- 
sor and the coprocessor for giving notice of the end of 

35 coprocessor instruction execution, so that a connection 
method favorable to the connection of a plurality of copro- 
cessors can be achieved. 

Also, the information processing device may further com- 
prise: a main processor flag register for storing a plurality of 

40 flags showing states of a calculation result; a first flag bus 
used for transmitting flags supplied by the data supplying 
unit to the coprocessor instruction executing unit; and a 
second flag bus used for transmitting new flags from the 
coprocessor instruction executing unit to the main processor 

45 flag register, wherein the data supplying unit may supply 
flags in the main processor flag register to the coprocessor 
together with the data in the source registers, the data storing 
unit may store the new flags transmitted from the coproces- 
sor in the main processor flag register along with storing the 

50 calculation result in the destination registers, and the copro- 
cessor instruction executing unit may execute the coproces- 
sor calculation instruction using flags and data supplied by 
the data supplying unit, before outputting a new flag show- 
ing a state of a calculation result to the data storing unit. 

55 The above construction enables the realization of the 
fourth object of the present invention. This is to say, by 
having flag information for a plurality of flags directly 
transmitted between the main processor and the coprocessor 
via the first and second flag buses in the same way as the 

60 operand data, an information processing device of high 
processing performance can be achieved. 

Also, the coprocessor may include an input buffer for 
temporarily storing the data sent on the first bus, and the 
instruction detecting unit may detect a first transfer instruc- 

65 tion indicating data transfer from the main processor to the 
coprocessor, the operand identifying unit may identify 
source registers specified by operands of the detected first 
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transfer instruction, the data supplying unit may output data 
in the identified source register for the first transfer instruc- 
tion on the first bus, the coprocessor instruction detecting 
unit, on detecting the first transfer instruction, may store the 
data on the first bus in the input buffer, and the coprocessor 
instruction executing unit may use the data in the input 
buffer in executing coprocessor calculation instructions 
which require at least three operands. 

The above construction enables the realization of the fifth 
object of the present invention. This is to say, an information 
processing device which is favorable to execution of copro- 
cessor instructions which require three or more operands can 
be realized. Also, when compared to a device where a 
plurality of pieces of operand data are supplied using buses 
provided for this purpose, increases in cost due to increased 
circuit size and increases in power consumption can be 
suppressed. 

Also, the information processing device may further com- 
prise: a saving buffer which has an area for storing data; a 
saving unit, installed in the coprocessor, for saving the data 
in the input buffer and in the output buffer into the saving 
buffer on receiving an interruption signal; and a returning 
unit, installed in the coprocessor, for returning the data in the 
saving buffer to the input buffer and to the output buffer on 
detecting an instruction for a return from an interruption, 
wherein the main processor may output an interruption 
signal to the saving unit on receiving an interruption request, 
and the coprocessor instruction detecting unit may notify the 
returning unit on detecting an instruction for the return from 
an interruption. 

The above construction enables the realization of the sixth 
object of the present invention. This is to say, when an 
interruption process occurs during coprocessor processing, 
increases in execution time and a drop in performance can 
be suppressed so that the present information processing 
device can quickly transfer to the interruption process. 

Also, the coprocessor instruction detecting unit may 
detect an instruction to perform task switching in accordance 
with a task number which identifies a task, the input buffer 
and the output buffer may include a plurality of pairs of 
storage areas, and the coprocessor may further includes a 
task management unit for allowing data input and output for 
one pair of storage areas which corresponds to the task 
number in the detected task switching instruction and for 
prohibiting data input and output for all other pairs of 
storage areas. 

The above construction enables the realization of the 
seventh object of the present invention. This is to say, when 
performing a plurality of tasks, the above construction uses 
a pair of storage areas in the input buffer and output buffer 
corresponding to each task, so that when a task switching 
process occurs, increases in execution time and a drop in 
performance can be suppressed so that a high speed task 
switch can be performed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other objects, advantages and features of the 
invention will become apparent from the following descrip- 
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings 
which illustrate a specific embodiment of the invention. In 
the drawings: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the construction of the 
information processing device of the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a figure showing examples of coprocessor 
instructions for coprocessor 102 in the same embodiment; 
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FIG. 3 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline 
processing for the information processing device of the same 
embodiment; 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing, the construction of the 
5 information processing device of the second embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline 
processing of coprocessor 202 when the operand held by 
general register 106 is written into data processing unit input 
10 buffer 230 for the information processing device of the same 
embodiment; 

FIG. 6 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline 
processing of the execution instruction of coprocessor pro- 

l5 cessing unit 211 when writing an output result into general 
register 106 of the main processor and into data processing 
unit output buffer 231 using the operand stored in genera] 
register 106 of the main processor and the operand stored in 
data processing unit input buffer 230, for the information 

20 processing device of the same embodiment; 

FIG. 7 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline 
processing of the instruction which writes the data stored in 
data processing unit output buffer 231 into general register 
106 of the main processor, for the information processing 

25 device of the same embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a time chart showing the occurrence of an 
interruption to main processor 201 and the operation saving 
the data in data processing unit input buffer 230 of the 
coprocessor and the data in data processing unit output 

30 buffer 231 of the coprocessor in saved data storage buffer 
232 for the information processing device of the second 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 9 is a time chart showing the states of the pipeline 
processing of the interruption return instruction for the 

35 information processing device of the second embodiment of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the construction of 
the information processing device of the third embodiment 
of the present invention; and 

40 FIG. 11 is a figure showing an example of an LSI layout 
for the information processing device of the present inven- 
tion. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

45 EMBODIMENTS 
First Embodiment 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the construction of the 
information processing device of the first embodiment of the 
present invention. The information processing device can be 

50 seen to be made up of processor 101, coprocessor 102 and 
memory 103, with, as shown in the figure, these elements 
being interconnected by the data processing unit input bus 
124, data processing unit output bus 125, instruction supply 
bus 126, data bus 127, data bus 128, flag data bus 130 and 

55 flag data bus 131. 

Processor 101 is composed of decoder 104, control circuit 
106, general register 106, flag storage register 108, instruc- 
tion register 112, micro instruction register 113, data latch 
114, register write buffer 116, memory write buffer 117, 

60 coprocessor data latch 118, status management unit 129, 
pipeline latch 143, drivers 121-123 and 132-135, first data 
processing unit 140 and second data processing unit 141. 
Processor 101 processes the instructions in memory 103 by 
means of a five-stage pipeline process made up of an 

65 instruction fetch stage, an instruction decoding stage, a first 
execution stage, a second execution stage and a write stage. 
The instructions in memory 103 include instructions for 
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processor 101 (hereinafter called "processor instructions") 
and instructions for coprocessor 102 (hereinafter called 
"coprocessor instructions"). When processor 101 decodes a 
coprocessor instruction in the instruction decoding stage, it 
retrieves the source data specified by the operands in the 
instruction from the general register 106 and supplies this 
data to coprocessor 102, with coprocessor 102 storing its 
calculation results in the general register 106. Here, proces- 
sor 101 is set as a 32-bit processor, and where not clearly 
stated otherwise, the bus width is set at 32 bits. 

Coprocessor 102 is composed of decoder 109, control 
circuit 110, instruction register 119, micro instruction reg- 
ister 120, first to third pipeline latches 160-162, first to 
fourth coprocessor processing units 130-153 and first to 
third pipeline latches 160-162. Coprocessor 102 is one of a 
plurality of coprocessors which executes coprocessor pro- 
cesses such as multiplications, divisions, sums of products, 
bit field calculations, string calculations, saturation 
calculations, queuing operations, context switching pro- 
cesses and filtering processes and which includes other 
coprocessors which, depending on use, can support the kinds 
of calculations which are demanded. In the present 
embodiment, the desired kind of calculation is set as mul- 
tiplication with this being executed by means of a pipeline 
process made up of an instruction decoding stage and 
first-fourth execution stages. Here, examples of coprocessor 
instructions indicating multiplication are shown in FIG. 2. In 
this figure, "MULQ Dm, Dn" indicates the multiplication of 
the source register Dm (a 32-bit integer with added code) 
and the source register Dn (a 32-bit integer with added code) 
with the lower 32-bits of the result (a 64 bit figure) being 
stored in the destination register Dn and the upper 32-bits of 
the result (a 64 bit figure) being stored in the multiplication 
register MR in the general register 106. In the same figure, 
"MULQ imm8, Dn" indicates the multiplication of 32-bit 
value given by the expansion of 8-bit immediate data to 
which a code is applied and the source register Dn (a 32-bit 
integer with added code) with the result being stored in Dn 
and MR. Here, "MULQ imml6, Dn" and "MULQ imm32, 
Dn" are also the same. 

Memory 103 stores a program made up of processor 
instructions and coprocessor instructions and the data used 
by processor 101 and coprocessor 102. 

Decoder 104, in the instruction decoding stage, decodes 
the processor instructions and coprocessor instructions 
fetched from memory 103 via instruction supply bus 126 
and instruction register 112 and outputs micro instructions 
for realizing the fetched instruction. More specifically, on 
decoding a coprocessor instruction (for the example in FIG. 
2, when the upper four bits of the instruction code are "FH"), 
decoder 104 issues (1) a micro instruction reading the source 
register indicated by the operand in the coprocessor 
instruction, (2) a micro instruction latching the data read 
from the source register in coprocessor data latch US, (3) a 
micro instruction having the flag data in flag storage register 
108 output via driver 134 to flag data bus 130, (4) a micro 
instruction indicating NOP (no operation) to first data pro- 
cessing unit 140 and second data processing unit 141, (5) a 
micro instruction storing a calculation result of the copro- 
cessor 102 in the destination register indicated by an 
operand, and (6) a micro instruction storing flag data from 
coprocessor 102 in flag storage register 108 via driver 135. 
Of these, the former three micro instructions are output 
directly to control circuit 105 and do not pass micro instruc- 
tion register 113, while the remaining micro instructions are 
output to control circuit 105 via micro instruction register 
113. Accordingly, the former three micro instructions are 
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executed first during the instruction decoding stage. It 
should be noted here that these micro instructions may be set 
as shown in (1) to (6) above, or alternatively may be set so 
that one micro instruction is made up of a plurality of micro 

5 instructions. 

Decoder 104 also sets a continuation number in accor- 
dance with the type of coprocessor instruction and outputs 
the continuation number to status management unit 129. 
Here, a continuation number expresses the difference 

10 between the number of execution stages for processor 101 
and the number of execution stages for coprocessor 102. 
Accordingly, this indicates the number of execution stages 
of the idle state (NOP) which should be added to processor 
101 during instruction execution by the coprocessor. In the 

15 present embodiment, the number of execution stages for 
coprocessor 102 and the number of execution stages for 
processor 101 are 4 and 2, respectively, so that when decoder 
104 finds a decoding result that the coprocessor instruction 
is a multiplication instruction (for the example in FIG. 2, 

20 when the upper 8 bits in the instruction code are F6H, F9H 
and FBH), decoder 104 sets the continuation number at 2. 

Control circuit 103 in processor 101 converts the micro 
instructions input either directly from decoder 104 or indi- 
rectly from decoder 104 via micro instruction register 113 

25 into various kinds of control signals, as well as being the 
circuit which controls pipeline processing. When the above 
instructions (1), (2) and (3) which are the decoding result of 
a coprocessor instruction are input, control circuit 105, 
outputs a read signal for the indicated register in general 

30 register 106, a control signal for opening driver 122, a 
control signal for having coprocessor data latch 118 perform 
latching, and a control signal for opening driver 134 in the 
decoding stage which precedes the execution stage of the 
fetched instruction. In the same way, when the instructions 

35 (5) and (6) are input, control circuit 105 outputs a control 
signal for having general register 106 perform latching, a 
write signal for a register specified by general register 106, 
and a control signal for opening driver 135. 
General register 106 is made up of registers D0-D3 which 

40 each hold 32-bit data and multiplication register MR which 
holds the upper 32 bits of a multiplication result. 

Instruction register 112 is controlled by control circuit 105 
so as to output an instruction fetched from memory 103 via 
instruction supply bus 126 to decoder 104. Every time there 

45 is a switch from the instruction fetch stage to the instruction 
decoding stage, this output switches to a following instruc- 
tion. 

Flag storage register 108 stores various kinds of flags 
showing processor status, with the flag generated by second 

50 data processing unit 141 of processor 101 and the flag 
generated by fourth coprocessor processing unit 153 of 
coprocessor 102 both being reflected by the control exer- 
cised by control circuit 105. 
Micro instruction register 113 outputs micro instructions 

55 from decoder 104 to control circuit 105 according to control 
by control circuit 105. Every time there is a switch from the 
instruction decoding stage to the first execution stage, this 
output switches to a following instruction (or set of 
instructions). 

60 Data latch 114 outputs operand data read from general 
register 106 via data processing unit input bus 124 to first 
data processing unit 140 according to control by control 
circuit 105. Every time there is a switch from the instruction 
decoding stage to the first execution stage, this output 

65 switches to a following instruction. 

Register write buffer 116 outputs data from data process- 
ing unit output bus 125 to general register 106 after the 
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completion of the second execution stage, according to unit 129 of the continuation number, with, in the second next 
control by control circuit 103. execution stage, the flag information showing "present stage 

Memory write buffer 117 outputs data onto data bus 128 continuation state" for a number of stages equal to this 
from data processing unit output bus 125 after the comple- continuation number. For example, when informed of the 

tion of the second execution stage, according to control by 5 continuation number 2, the flag information shows "Next 
control circuit 105 sla £ e execut i° D state" in the first execution stage, before 

Coprocessor data latch 118 outputs register data to copro- showin g ? resent sta fi« <» nli «» tfan sUte " men t . " Pre ^ D ,! 
cesser 102 via data processing unit inpuTbus 124 according ^ <™Unuation state \ then "Next sfcge execuUon state 

to control by control circuit 103 when there is a switch from m te ™»*» D sU * e - doui 8 «- ^ **» 

„ , fi . t M An management umt 129 manages the number of execution 

the instmc ion decoding sUge to the first execution stage 10 sta S of ^ 101 so th * it cobcide8 ^ tbc numbcr 

Driver 121 has a gate which is opened according to of * xecut f on sta of coprocessor 102. 
control by control circuit 105 and is a driver for transmitting pj ag data bus 13Q fc a bus f()r transmittirj g me flag data in 
the data in memory 103 on data processing unit input bus flag stor age register 108 to coprocessor 102. The bit-width 
124 via data bus 127. of ^ DUS mav De ^ according to the number of flags. 

Driver 122 has a gate which is opened according to 15 pi ag d ata bus 131 is a bus for transmitting flag data 
control by control circuit 105 and is a driver for transmitting processed by fourth coprocessor processing unit 153 to flag 
the data from general register 106 on data processing unit in storage register 108 in processor 101. The bit-width of this 
put bus 124. bus may be set according to the number of flags. 

Driver 123 has a gate which is opened according to Driver 132 has a gate which is opened according to 

control by control circuit 105 and is a driver for transmitting 20 control by control circuit 105 and is a driver for transmitting 
the data from second data processing unit 141 on data flag data from flag storage register 108 to first data process- 
processing unit output bus 125. ing unit 140. 

Data processing unit input bus 124 is used to transmit data Driver 133 has a gate which is opened according to 
from general register 106 inside processor 101 and from control by control circuit 105 and is a driver for transmitting 

memory 103 to first data processing unit 140 and to copro- 25 flag data from second data processing unit 141 to flag 
cessor data latch 118, as well as transmitting data from storage register 108. 

coprocessor data latch 118 to first coprocessor processing Driver 134 has a gate which is opened according to 
unit 150 in coprocessor 102. It should be especially noted control by control circuit 105 and is a driver for transmitting 
here that data processing unit input bus 124 transmits the flag data from flag storage register 108 to coprocessor 102. 

data in general register 106 of processor 101 to first copro- 30 Driver 135 has a gate which is opened according to 
cessor processing unit 150 in coprocessor 102 via copro- control by control circuit 105 and is a driver for transmitting 
cessor data latch 118. In the present embodiment, this bus flag data from coprocessor 102 to flag storage register 108. 
has two 32-bit widths. First data processing unit 140 executes data processing 

Data processing unit output bus 125 is used to transmit the during the first execution stage in processor 101 according 

execution results from second data processing unit 141 in 35 to control by control circuit 105. When a coprocessor 
processor 101 and from fourth coprocessor processing unit instruction is decoded by decoder 104, first data processing 
153 in coprocessor 102 to register write buffer 116 and unit 140 is set to an idle state (NOP) according to control by 
memory write buffer 117 in processor 101. Note here that control circuit 105. 

data processing unit output bus 125 is a bus for transmitting Second data processing unit 141 executes data processing 

data processed by second data processing unit 141 of 40 during the second execution stage for processor 101. When 
processor 101 and fourth coprocessor processing unit 153 of a coprocessor instruction is decoded by decoder 104, second 
coprocessor 102 to general register 106 and memory 103. In data processing unit 141 is set to an idle state (NOP) 
the present embodiment, this bus has two 32-bit widths. according to control by control circuit 105. 

Instruction supply bus 126 is a bus for transmitting Pipeline latch 143 opens its latch when there is a switch 

instructions stored in memory 103 to instruction register 112 45 from the first execution stage to the second execution stage 
in processor 101 and instruction register 119 in coprocessor and transmits from first data processing unit 140 to second 
102. data processing unit 141 according to control by control 

Data bus 127 transmits data stored in memory 103 on data circuit 105 in executing pipeline control, 
processing unit input bus 124 via driver 121. As for coprocessor 102 in FIG. 1, during the instruction 

Data bus 128 transmits data from data processing unit 50 decoding stage, decoder 109 decodes instructions fetched 
output bus 125 to memory 103 via memory write buffer 117. from memory 103 via instruction supply bus 126 and 

Status management unit 129 manages all of the states of instruction register 112. When the decoding result is a 
the pipeline stages of processor 101, and manages whether coprocessor instruction, decoder 109 issues a micro instruc- 
to proceed to a following process in a cycle following a tion for realizing the calculation content shown by the OP 

present stage or whether to continue with a present stage. 55 code of the coprocessor instruction. It should be noted here 
More specifically, status management unit 129 stores flag that it is not necessary to issue a micro instruction indicating 
information showing a state of a pipeline stage. This flag the registers to be used for the read and write of operand data 
information shows either "Next stage execution state" which in the coprocessor instruction. This is because the read and 
indicates an advance to a following process in the cycle write operations of the operand registers are executed by 

following a present stage or "Present stage continuation 60 processor 101. 

state" which indicates a continuation of a present stage in a Control circuit 110 in the processor converts the micro 
following cycle. When a processor instruction is decoded by instructions input from decoder 109 via micro instruction 
decoder 104, the flag information shows "Next stage execu- register 120 into various kinds of control signals, as well as 
tion state" with instruction execution being completed in being the circuit which controls pipeline processing for 

two stages made up of a first execution stage and a second 65 coprocessor 102. 

execution stage. When a coprocessor instruction is decoded Instruction register 119 outputs an instruction fetched 
by decoder 104, decoder 104 informs status management from memory 103 via instruction supply bus 126 to decoder 
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109. Every time there is a switch from the instruction fetch and accordingly opens instruction register 112 of processor 

stage to the instruction decoding stage, this output switches 101, In the same way, control circuit 110 in coprocessor 102 

to a following instruction. advances from (IF1) to (DEI) and accordingly opens 

Micro instruction register 120 outputs micro instructions instruction register 119 of coprocessor 102. 

from decoder 109 to control circuit 110 when there is a 5 In time period 2, memory 103 outputs the next instruction 

switch from the instruction decoding stage to the first °ato instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 

execution stage, according to control by control circuit 110 i^™?*™^' m mstrucUon fetch sU ^ 

in executing pipeline control. Every time there is a switch ^ , "J v" A , , /nnA , , 1A/I . 

£_ j j- *• In the instruction decoding stage (DPI), decoder 104 in 

from the instruction decoding stage to the first execution 1W . 4k . * z- a ■ „ 

... t t . . * # ii • ■ . ^ , * processor 101 receives the instruction after instruction reg- 

stage, this output switches to a following instruction (or set 10 m {& opencd flnd thcn dcoodes ^ instructioiK m * 

of instructions), control circuit 105 uses the micro instructions output by 

First coprocessor processing unit 150 executes data pro- decodef m opens u2 SQ ^t the data in general 

cessing in the first execution stage of coprocessor 102. register 106 placed onto data processing unit input bus 124 

Second coprocessor processing unit 131 executes data and driver 134 ^ mat fa flag information in flag 

processing in the second execution stage of coprocessor 102. 15 storage register 108 is placed onto the flag data bus 130. 

Third coprocessor processing unit 152 executes data i n the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of coprocessor 

processing in the third execution stage of coprocessor 102. 102, decoder 109 in coprocessor 102 receives the instruction 

Fourth coprocessor processing unit 153 executes data after instruction register 119 is opened and then decodes the 

processing in the fourth execution stage of coprocessor 102. instruction. 

First pipeline latch 160 opens its latch when there is a 20 In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control 

switch from the first execution stage to the second execution circuit 105 in processor 101 advances from (NXT-IF) to 

stage and transmits from first coprocessor processing unit (NXT-DP) and accordingly opens instruction register 112. 

150 to second coprocessor processing unit 151 according to Control circuit 105 in processor 101, in advancing from 

control by control circuit 110 in executing pipeline control. pipeline stage (DPI) to (EXP1), opens micro instruction 

Second pipeline latch 161 opens its latch when there is a 25 "^ter 113, data latch 114 and coprocessor data latch 118. 

switch from the second execution stage to the third execu- Similarly, control circuit 110 m coprocessor 110, in advanc- 

tion stage and transmits from second coprocessor processing m « from P^. 1 ™ ^ < DE1) . to open . S t ™ 

unit 151 to third coprocessor processing unit 152 according ^<™tion re ^ r 120. Once micro instruction register 113 

4 . . f i • £ • *i- has been opened, control circuit 105 in processor 101 

to control by control circuit 110 in executing pipeline *!_ • •» *• j jjuj a„ m\a • 

. J in rcceives tDC micr ° instructions decoded by decoder 104 in 

control. . . 30 the instruction decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once micro 

Hiird pipeline latch 162 opens its latch when there is a register i 20 has been opened, control circuit 110 

switch from the third execution stage to the fourth execution m coprocessor 102 receives the micro instructions decoded 

stage and transmits from third coprocessor processing unit by coprocessor 102 's decoder 109 in the instruction decod- 

152 to fourth coprocessor processing unit 153 according to s tag e (DEI). 

control by control circuit 110 in executing pipeline control. 35 i n time period 3, decoder 104 in processor 101 receives 

The following is an explanation of the information pro- the instruction after instruction register 112 is opened and 

cessing device of the first embodiment of the present inven- then decodes the instruction in the instruction decoding 

tion which is constructed as described above. stage (NXT-DP) of processor 101. 

FIG. 3 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline In the first execution stage (EXP1) of processor 101, first 

processing when, for coprocessor 102, an operation which 40 data processing unit 140 in processor 101 does not execute 

processes data from general register 106 and from flag data processing (NOP). 

storage register 108 of processor 101 and then stores the data * D first execution stage (EXE1) of coprocessor 102, 

which is the processing result in general register 106 and in first coprocessor processing unit 150 in coprocessor 102 

flag storage register 108. executes data processing. 

In this figure, "IF1" is a stage where a coprocessor 45 In switching from time period 3 to time period 4, control 

instruction is retrieved by processor 101. "DPI" is a stage i^^^^^rli^m sta ? es 

where a coprocessor instruction is decoded by processor to ?,<N™2 to (NXT-EXP), opens micro mstniction 

101. "EXP1" and "EXP2" respectively are the first and m ; ^ ™ ^™on regrster U3 has been 

. ... / KT^Avr • . opened, control circuit 105 of processor 101 then receives 

second execution stages (or NOP) for a coprocessor instnic- £ ^ mstructions dccod £ b decoder 1D4 m thc 

tion in processor 101. "WB1 is a stage where a calculation 50 (NXT-DP) instruction decoding stage, 

result of coprocessor 102 is written by processor 101. "DEI" , D switching pip^e sUges from (exp!) to (EXP2), 

is a stage where a coprocessor instruction is decoded by circuil m 0 f processor 101 opens pipeline latch 143 

coprocessor 102. "EXE1", "EXE2" "EXE3" and "EXE4" 0 f processor 101. 

respectively are the first, second, third and fourth execution i D switching pipeline stages from (EXE1) to (EXE2), 

stages for a coprocessor instruction in coprocessor 102. 55 control circuit 110 of coprocessor 102 opens first pipeline 

"NXT-IF" is a stage where an instruction which comes after latch 160 of coprocessor 102. 

the instruction fetched by "IF1" is fetched by processor 101. In time period 4, first data processing unit 140 in proces- 

"NXT-DF' is a stage where a next instruction is decoded by sor 101 executes a first data processing of a next instruction 

processor 101. "NXT-EXP1" and "NXT-EXP2" respectively in the first instruction execution stage (NXT-EXP1) of 

are the first and second execution stages for a next instruc- 60 processor 101. 

tion in processor 101. In the second instruction execution stage (EXP2) of 

In time period 1, memory 103 outputs an instruction onto processor 101, second data processing unit 141 does not 

instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 101 and execute data processing (NOP). 

coprocessor 102 in the instruction fetch stage (IF1) of Status management unit 129 changes from next stage 

processor 101. 65 execution state to present stage continuation state and trans- 

In switching from time period 1 to time period 2, control mits a present stage continuation signal to control circuit 

circuit 105 in processor 101 advances from (IF1) to (DPI) 105. 
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In the second instruction execution stage (EXE2) of the In the write stage (WB1) of processor 101, general 

coprocessor 102, second coprocessor processing unit 151 of register 106 receives data from data processing unit output 

coprocessor 102 executes data processing. bus 125 and stores this data. Similarly, flag storage register 

In switching from time period 4 to time period 5, control ICS receives flag information sent from coprocessor 102 to 

circuit 105 in processor 101 does not open pipeline latch 143 5 processor 101 on flag data bus 131 and stores the flag 

since the present stage continuation signal was sent from information. 

status management unit 129. Accordingly, the state of the In this way, coprocessor 102 can directly use the data in 

present stage is continued for the next stage. general register 106 in calculation, so that the process can be 

Next, control circuit 110 in coprocessor 102 opens second speeded up by the time taken by the transferal of data via the 

pipeline latch 161 in switching the pipeline stage from 10 memory which is no longer necessary for this technique. 

(EXE2) to (EXE3). Here, referencing of the flags in flag storage register 108 of 

In time period 5, the first instruction execution stage processor 101 can be speeded up in the same way. 

(NXT-EXP1) continues for processor 101, so that first data Additionally, execution time is reduced due to the avoidance 

processing unit 140 in processor 101 continues with the first of data inequalities during transfer and the avoidance of 

data processing of the next instruction as described above. 15 disorder in the pipeline processing of processor 101 and 

Since the stage is continued in the second instruction coprocessor 102. 
execution stage (EXP2) of processor 101, second data Here, when coprocessor 102 is not needed, data process- 
processing unit 141 in processor 101 does not execute data ing unit input bus 124 and data processing unit output bus 
processing (NOP). 125 which are used for connecting processor 101 and 

In the third instruction execution stage (EXE3) of copro- 20 coprocessor 102, a part of instruction supply bus 126 which 

cessor 102, third coprocessor processing unit 152 of copro- is used for connecting memory 103 to coprocessor 102, flag 

cessor 102 executes data processing. data bus 130 which is used for connecting processor 101 to 

In switching from time period 5 to time period 6, control coprocessor 102, and flag data bus 131 which is used for 

circuit 105 in processor 101 does not open pipeline latch 143 connecting coprocessor 102 to processor 101 can all be 

since a present stage continuation signal was sent from 25 disconnected. 

status management unit 129 (NOP). Also, when compared to the related art example, it is no 

Next in coprocessor 102, control circuit 110 opens third longer necessary when the coprocessor processes data to 

pipeline latch 162 in switching the pipeline stage from transfer the data to be processed to the coprocessor via the 

(EXE3) to (EXE4). memory, meaning that execution time can be reduced. 

In time period 6, the first instruction execution stage 30 Furthermore, in this first embodiment, decoder 104 in 

(NXT-EXP1) continues for processor 101, so that first data processor 101 determines a continuation number according 

processing unit 140 in processor 101 continues with the first to a type of coprocessor instruction, but it is also possible for 

data processing of the next instruction execution instruction processor 101 to be connected to any of the data processing 

as described above. units of coprocessor 102 by a calculation termination signal 

Since the stage is continued in the second instruction 35 line, which by transmitting a calculation termination signal, 

execution stage (EXP2) of processor 101, second data may terminate the state continuation by status management 

processing unit 141 in processor 101 does not execute data unit 129. Alternatively, the coprocessor instruction itself 

processing (NOP). may be set so as to include information showing a difference 

By having the (EXP2) stage continued by second data in pipeline stages between processor 101 and coprocessor 
processing unit 141 for 3 stages (in other words, by extend- 40 102, so that decoder 104 informs status management unit 
ing this stage by 2 stages), status management unit 129 has 129 of the state continuation number from this information, 
the stage of processor 101 continued for a time period which It should be noted here that the above explanation has 
is equivalent to the continuation number, before switching described the case when processor 101 is connected to only 
from "Present stage continuation state" to "Next stage one coprocessor 102, although the system may be con- 
execution state" and terminating the transmission of the 45 structed so that processor 101 is connected to a plurality of 
present stage continuation signal to control circuit 105 of different types of coprocessors 102. For an example where 
processor 101. processor 101 is connected to a coprocessor for executing 

In the fourth instruction execution stage (EXE4) of copro- multiplication, a coprocessor for executing sum of products 

cessor 102, fourth coprocessor processing unit 153 of copro- and a coprocessor for executing division, then the five buses 

cessor 102 executes data processing and so outputs result 50 made up of instruction supply bus 126, data processing unit 

data on data processing unit output bus 125 and flag infor- input bus 124, data processing unit output bus 125, flag data 

mation on flag data bus 131. Control circuit 110 in copro- bus 130 and flag data bus 131 may be provided between 

cessor 102 then opens driver 154 in coprocessor 154 so that processor 101 and each coprocessor. In this case, it is 

the data processed by fourth coprocessor processing unit 153 necessary for the bit pattern in the instruction code of 

is output on data processing unit output bus 125. 55 coprocessor instructions to be allocating a unique pattern for 

In switching from time period 6 to time period 7, control each of the coprocessors. Processor 101 can then execute the 

circuit 105 in processor 101 opens pipeline latch 143 in supplying and storage of register data and flags in the same 

processor 101 in switching pipeline stages from (NXT- way as the present embodiment for any of the coprocessors 

EXP1) to (NXT-EXP2). using the aforementioned buses. Here, these co-processes 

Control circuit 105 in processor 101 opens driver 135 in 60 are designed so as so execute coprocessor instructions in the 

switching pipeline stages from (EXP2) to (WB1), so that the same way as coprocessor 102 in the present embodiment 

flag information from flag data bus 131 is transmitted to flag only when the decoding result indicates a coprocessor 

storage register 108. instruction for that particular coprocessor. 

In time period 7, in the second instruction execution stage Also, the present embodiment described the case where 

(NXT-EXP2) of processor 101, second data processing unit 65 processor 101 executes a 2-stage pipeline process and copro - 

141 executes the second data processing of the next instruc- cessor 102 executes a 4-stage pipeline process, although the 

tion execution. present construction is not limited to such values. When 
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coprocessor 102 executes a b-stage (l=b) pipeline process 
and processor 101 executes a c-stage (l^c^b) pipeline 
process, a state management unit may be provided at the cth 
stage with this state management unit being informed of the 
continuation number b-c by the decoder and having the cth 
stage continue execution for a number of stages equal to the 
continuation number. Here, when the number of execution 
stages of the processor is longer than the number for the 
coprocessor (which is to say ob ), the continuation number 
may be set at zero. In this case, at the point where a number 
c of execution stages have been completed, the processor 
takes the calculation result from the coprocessor, with the 
coprocessor outputting the calculation result from the point 
where a number D of execution stages have been completed 
until the processor completes a number c of execution stages 
and so receives the execution result. 

Furthermore, instruction supply bus 126 was described as 
being connecting to the input side of instruction register 112 
of processor 101 and to the input side of instruction register 
119 of coprocessor 102, although it is also possible to 
provide an instruction supply bus which is only connects the 
input side of instruction register 112 of processor 101 to 
memory 103, with another bus being used to connect the 
output side of instruction register 112 of processor 101 to the 
input side of decoder 109 of coprocessor 102. In this way, 
instruction register 119 can be omitted and the electrical load 
of the instruction supply bus can be reduced. 

Here, when the present information processing device is 
constructed of one LSI, then as shown in FIG. 11, the layout 
of processor 101 can be classified into a control module unit 
composed of decoder 104 and control circuit 105, a nd a data 
path unit composed of first data processing unit 140, second 
data processing unit 141, a data bus (data processing unit 
input bus 124, data processing unit output bus 125, instruc- 
tion supply bus 126) and the like. The layout of coprocessor 
102 can also be classified into a control module unit com- 
posed of decoder 109 and control circuit 110 and a data path 
unit composed of first to fourth coprocessor processing units 
150-153, a data bus and the like. In this layout there will 
always be dependency for the bit slice (bit width) of the data 
bus in one edge of the layout of the data path units, so that 
since the data bus is shared between the processor and 
coprocessor in the present information processing device, 
new coprocessors for different types of calculation can 
easily be added, regardless of whether coprocessor 102 is 
already present or not. In this way, an information process- 
ing device with a plurality of coprocessors which each have 
different functions can be easily achieved on one chip. 
Second Embodiment 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the construction of the 
information processing device of the second embodiment of 
the present invention. This information processing device 
can be seen to be composed of processor 201, coprocessor 
202, memory 203, saved data storage buffer 232 and driver 
259. Note here that construction elements which are the 
same as those in the first embodiment have been given the 
same reference numerals and their explanation has been 
omitted, so that the following explanation will focus on the 
differences with the first embodiment. 

In FIG. 4, processor 201 is set as executing a 4-stage 
pipeline process made up of an instruction fetch stage, an 
instruction decoding stage, an instruction execution stage 
and a write stage, with the execution stage being considered 
for ease of explanation as being composed of only one stage. 
The main differences with the first embodiment lie in the 
point regarding the execution of a transfer instruction for 
transferring data in general register 106 between and pro- 
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cessor 201 and coprocessor 202 and in the point regarding 
a branch to an interrupt process after establishing a response 
to a notification to coprocessor 202 at the start of an interrupt 
process. As a result, the construction further includes inter- 

5 ruption request signal line 240, interruption signal line 241 
and completion signal line 242. In this embodiment, data 
processing unit output bus 125, which was composed of two 
32-bit buses in the first embodiment, may be composed of 
just one 32-bit bus. 

!0 Coprocessor 202 is set as executing a 4-stage pipeline 
process made up of an instruction fetch stage, an instruction 
decoding stage, an instruction execution stage and a write 
stage, with the execution stage being considered for ease of 
explanation as being composed of only one stage. The main 

15 differences with the first embodiment lie in the point regard- 
ing the execution of coprocessor transfer instructions and in 
the point regarding the reception of a notification of the start 
of an interrupt process from processor 201, the halting of the 
coprocessor instruction which is mid-execution and saving 

2Q of data, and the transmission of a response to processor 201 
showing a ready state. As a result, the construction addi- 
tionally includes data processing unit input buffer 230, data 
processing unit output buffer 231, saved data storage buffer 
232 and the drivers 250, 251 and 253-259 around them, with 

25 these being connected by data processing unit input buffer 
saving bus 243 and data processing unit output buffer return 
bus 245. 

Here, coprocessor transfer instructions in the present 
embodiment consist of instructions for data transfer from 
30 general register 106 inside processor 201 to data processing 
unit input buffer 230 inside coprocessor 202 and of instruc- 
tions for data transfer from data processing unit output buffer 
231 to general register 106 inside processor 201. These are 
expressed in a format, such as that shown below, which 
35 specifics the source and destination of the transfer instruc- 
tion ("MOVE" instruction), such as data processing unit 
input buffer 230 (abbreviated to ex„inBUF) and data pro- 
cessing unit output buffer 231 (abbreviated to ex_outBUF). 
MOV Dn, ex_inbuf: data transfer from register Dn to 
40 ex_inBUF 

MOV ex-outBUF, Dn: data transfer from to ex_outBUF 
to register Dn 

In the present embodiment, coprocessor 202 is set as a 
processor which executes coprocessor instructions which 

45 specify calculations which involve 3 or more pieces of 
operand data, such as the 3-item calculation Dn*Dm+Dl. In 
doing so, coprocessor transfer instructions are used to trans- 
fer one piece of operand data Dl for the 3-item calculation 
to coprocessor 202 beforehand. In the same way, when the 

50 calculated result of the 3-item calculation increases to mul- 
tiple word length, transfer instructions are used to transfer 
part of the calculated result to processor 201. 

Interruption request signal line 240 in processor 201 
transfers interruption requests from outside processor 201 to 

55 control circuit 205 of processor 201. 

Interruption request signal line 241 transfers interruption 
requests from control circuit 205 of processor 201 to control 
circuit 210 of coprocessor 202. 
Completion signal line 242 transfers completion signals 

60 for the processing during an interruption request and the 
processing for the completion of interruption processing 
from control circuit 210 of coprocessor 202 to control circuit 
206 of processor 201. 

Decoder 204 is equipped with the functions of decoder 

65 104 in the first embodiment, but differs in having a function 
for decoding coprocessor transfer instructions. More 
specifically, when, as a result of decoding, general register 
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106 is specified as the source of a transfer instruction (MOV embodiment, but differs in also having a function for execut- 

Dn, ex_inBUF) and data processing unit input buffer 230 is ing a save process into saved data storage buffer 232 at the 

specified as the destination, the decoder 204 issues the start of an interruption process. More specifically, when an 

following micro instructions: interruption signal is received via interruption signal line 

(Pl.l) Read data from register Dn. 5 241, control circuit 210 executes the following control 

(P1.2) Open driver 122, latch data read from source ^^'^ ^ ^ have data output from data 

register using coprocessor data lateh 118. processing unit input buffer 230 to data processing unit 

When the result of decoding is (MOV ex_outBUF, Dn), output bus 123 

the decoder 204 issues the following micro instructions: {£3 2) Haye data Qn daU processing ^ output bus 125 

(P2.1) Latch data from data processing unit output bus written in saved data storage buffer 232. 

125 using register write buffer 116. ( E3 3 ) 0pen driver 257, have data in data processing unit 

(P2.2) Write data in register write buffer 116 in register output buffer 231 output to data processing unit output 

Dn. bus 123. 

When the result of decoding is a return from an interrup- 15 (E3.4) Have data on data processing unit output bus 123 

tion process (abbreviated to (rti instruction)), the decoder written into saved data storage buffer 232. 

204 issues the following micro instruction: (E3.5) Have signal output on completion signal line 242. 

(P3.1) Return process (a return to a return address). Control circuit 210 also outputs various kinds of control 

Control circuit 205 is equipped with the functions of signals which correspond to the aforementioned (El.l), 

control circuit 105 in the first embodiment, but differs in 20 (El-2), (E2.1), (E2.2), (El.l), (E4.1), (E4.1), (E4.3) and 
having a function, when an interruption request is received 

- (E4.5). 

from outside processor 201 via interruption request signal . Coprocessor processing unit 211 executes the coprocessor 

une240JorMonningthecontrolcircuit21»ofcoprocessor uistructions in the execution stage of ^processor 202 

202 of the interruption via interruption signal line 241 and ? at ? P rooess "S un »» buff" *» ■ • buffer which, in 

* ii- , , 4 . . *. order for coprocessor processing unit 211 to process using a 

controlbng a branch to an mterrupt.on process on receiving M „f operands,stores thf operands tobe transferred 

a respond > from coprocessor 202 via completion signal line £ om M1 „ coprocesso r 2 02 via data processing 

242 which indicates that the preparation has been com- ^ input bus 124 

pleted. It also outputs control signals corresponding to each Data processing unit output buffer 231 is a buffer which, 

of the micro instructions given above as (Pl.l), (P1.2), in order for a plurality of pieces of data to be processed by 

(P2.1), (P2.1) and (P3.1). 30 coprocessor processing unit 211 and then output, stores the 

Data processing unit 207 executes the processing in the operands to be transferred to processor 201 or coprocessor 

execution stage of processor 201. 202 via data processing unit output bus 125. 

Vie decoder 209 in coprocessor 202 is equipped with the Saved data storage buffer 232 is a buffer for saving the 

functions of decoder 109 in the first embodiment, but differs data in data processing unit input buffer 230 and data 

in having a function for decoding coprocessor transfer 3S processing unit output buffer 231 of coprocessor 202 and in 

instructions and interruption return programs. More this embodiment is composed of a FIFO (first in, first out) 

specifically, when the decoding result is (MOV Dn, memory which has capacity for two 32-bit pieces of data. 

ex_inBUF), the decoder issues the following micro instruc- Save d data storage buffer 232 is shown as being external to 

tlons: both processor 201 and coprocessor 202, although it may be 

(El.l) Open driver 251, output the data from data pro- 40 provided inside either processor 201 or coprocessor 202. 

cessing unit input bus 124 to data processing unit input Similarly, saved data storage buffer 232 is shown as being 

buffer 230. connected to both processor 201 and coprocessor 202 via 

(El. 2) Latch data transmitted from data processing unit data processing unit output bus 125, although it may be 

input bus 124 via driver 251 in data processing unit connected to any of data processing unit input bus 124, data 

input buffer 230. 45 bus 127 from memory 103 to processor 201 or data bus 128 

When the decoding result is (MOV ex_outBUF, Dn), the from processor 201 to memory 103. 

decoder issues the following micro instructions: Data processing unit input buffer saving bus 243 is a bus 

(El.l) Open driver 257, output data in data processing for saving the data from data processing unit input buffer 

unit output buffer 231 to data processing unit output 230 of coprocessor 202 into saved data storage buffer 232 

bus 125. 50 wneo toere I s an interruption request 

(E2.2) Write data from register write buffer 116 into M Data Pressing unit input buffer return bus 244 is a bus 

register Dn * 0T returmn g tne °^ ata stored in saved data storage buffer 232 

When the decoding result is a return instruction from an to data Passing unit input buffer 230 of coprocessor 202 

interruption process (rti instruction), the decoder issues the wheD the interruption process is complete, 

following micro instructions: 55 Data Processing unit output buffer return bus 245 is a bus 

rcAi\\\T t jj* • j j* * u <vm for returning the data stored in saved data storage buffer 232 

(E4.1) Write saved data in saved data storage buffer 232 . , . & . •* . « i_ « m c <>nn 

and o n driver 259 processing unit output buffer 231 of coprocessor 202 

* _ °P eD ) v . cr . , . , when the interruption process is complete. 

(E4.2) Open dnver 251, write in data processing unit Driver fa opened according t0 a control signal from 

input buffer 230. 60 corjtrol circuit 205 and transmits data from data processing 

(E4.3) Write other stored data in saved data storage buffer un it mpu t bus 124 to coprocessor processing unit 211. 

232 and open driver 259. Driver 251 is opened according to a control signal from 

(E4.4) Open driver 256, write in data processing unit control circuit 205 and transmits data from data processing 

output buffer 231. unit input bus 124 to data processing unit input buffer 230. 

(E4.5) Indicate output on completion signal line 242. 65 Driver 253 is opened according to a control signal from 

^ The control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 is equipped control circuit 205 and transmits data from data processing 

with the functions of control circuit 110 in the first unit input buffer 230 to coprocessor processing unit 211. 
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Driver 234 is opened according to a control signal from 
control circuit 205 and transmits data from coprocessor 
processing unit 211 to data processing unit output bus 123. 

Driver 235 is opened according to a control signal from 
control circuit 205 and transmits data from coprocessor 
processing unit 211 to data processing unit output buffer 
231. 

Driver 236 is opened according to a control signal from 
control circuit 203 and transmits data from data processing 
unit input bus 124 to data processing unit output buffer 231. 

Driver 237 is opened according to a control signal from 
control circuit 203 and transmits data from data processing 
unit output buffer 231 to data processing unit output bus 123. 

Driver 258 is opened according to a control signal from 
control circuit 205 and transmits data from data processing 
unit input buffer 230 on data processing unit output bus 125. 

Driver 259 is opened when the saved data stored in saved 
data storage buffer 232 is returned, and transmits data from 
saved data storage buffer 232 on data processing unit input 
bus 124. 

The following is an explanation of the operation of the 
information processing device of the second embodiment of 
the present invention which is constructed as described 
above, with the explanation being divided into (2.1) the 
processing of a coprocessor transfer instruction from general 
register 106 to data processing unit input buffer 230, (2.2) 
processing of a coprocessor instruction using operand data 
in data processing unit input buffer 230, (2.3) processing of 
coprocessor transfer instruction from data processing unit 
output buffer 231 to general register 106, (2.4) data saving 
of data in data processing unit input buffer 230 and data 
processing unit output buffer 231 at the start of an interrup- 
tion process, and (2.5) returning of data to data processing 
unit input buffer 230 and data processing unit output buffer 
231 when an interruption process is complete. 
(2.1) Writing data into data processing unit input buffer 230 

FIG. 5 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline 
processing when executing a coprocessor transfer instruc- 
tion which has data stored in general register 106 in pro- 
cessor 201 written into data processing unit input buffer 230. 

In this figure, "IF1" is a stage where a coprocessor 
transfer instruction is retrieved by processor 201. "TDPl" is 
a stage where a coprocessor transfer instruction is decoded 
by processor 201. "EXPl" is the first instruction execution 
stage of a coprocessor transfer instruction in processor 201 
in which data processing is not actually executed (NOP). 
"WB1" is a stage where a calculation result of the copro- 
cessor transfer instruction is written by processor 201. 
"DEI" is a stage where a coprocessor transfer instruction is 
decoded by coprocessor 202. "EXE1" is the execution stage 
for an execution instruction in coprocessor 202. Here, "input 
storage operand" shows the theorem timing for storing the 
data written into data processing unit input buffer 230. 

In time period 1, memory 103 outputs the instruction onto 
instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 201 and 
coprocessor 202 in the instruction fetch stage of processor 
201. 

In switching from time period 1 to time period 2, control 
circuit 205 in processor 201 advances from (IF1) to (DPI) 
and accordingly opens instruction register 112 of processor 
201. In the same way, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 
advances from (IF1) to (DEI) and accordingly opens 
instruction register 119 of coprocessor 202. 

In time period 2, in the instruction decoding stage (DPI) 
of processor 201, decoder 204 in processor 201 receives the 
fetched instruction after instruction register 112 is opened 
and then decodes the instruction. Then, control circuit 205 
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uses the micro instructions output by decoder 204 and, by 
opening driver 122, has the operand in general register 106 
placed onto data processing unit input bus 124. 

In the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of coprocessor 
5 202, decoder 209 in coprocessor 202 receives the instruction 
after instruction register 119 is opened and then decodes the 
instruction. 

In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control 
circuit 205 in processor 201, in advancing from pipeline 
stage (DPI) to (EXP1), opens micro instruction register 113 
and data latch 114. As a result, micro instructions are 
transmitted from decoder 204 to control circuit 205, so that 
by means of control circuit 205 in processor 201 executing 
pipeline processing, operands are transmitted to data pro- 
cessing unit 207 in processor 201 from data processing unit 

15 input bus 124. Here, co-processor data latch 118 is opened 
so that operands arc transmitted to coprocessor 202 from 
data processing unit input bus 124. Similarly, control circuit 
210 in coprocessor 202, in advancing from pipeline stage 
(DEI) to (EXE1), opens micro instruction register 120. 

20 Once micro instruction register 113 in processor 201 has 
been opened, control circuit 205 in processor 201 receives 
the micro instructions decoded by decoder 204 in the 
instruction decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once micro 
instruction register 120 has been opened, control circuit 210 

25 in coprocessor 202 receives the micro instructions decoded 
by decoder 209 in the instruction decoding stage (DEI). 

In time period 3, in the execution stage (EXP1) of 
processor 201, data processing unit 207 in processor 201 
does not execute data processing (NOP). 

In the instruction execution stage (EXE1) of coprocessor 

30 202, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 opens driver 251 
which transmits one 32-bit operand on data processing unit 
input bus 124 to data processing unit input buffer 230 in 
coprocessor 202. This operand is then stored in data pro- 
cessing unit input buffer 230. 

3S (2.2) Execution of Coprocessor Instruction using Operand 
Data in Data Processing Unit Input Buffer 230 

FIG. 6 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline 
processing of coprocessor 202 when executing an 3-item 
calculation instruction which uses the data stored in general 

40 register 106 of the main processor and the data stored in data 
processing unit input buffer 230, which transfers one part of 
a calculation result to general register 106 of processor 201 
and which writes another part of the calculation result into 
data processing unit output buffer 231. In this figure, the 

45 legend "output storage data" shows the timing of the storage 
of data in data processing unit output buffer 231. 

In time period 1, memory 103 outputs the instruction onto 
instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 201 and 
coprocessor 202 in the instruction fetch stage (IF1) of 

50 processor 201. 

In switching from time period 1 to time period 2, control 
circuit 205 in processor 201 advances from (IF1) to (DPI) 
and accordingly opens instruction register 112 of processor 
201. In the same way, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 

55 advances from (IF1) to (DEI) and accordingly opens 
instruction register 119 of coprocessor 202. 

In time period 2, in the instruction decoding stage (DPI), 
decoder 204 in processor 201 receives the instruction after 
instruction register 112 is opened and then decodes the 

60 instruction. Then, control circuit 205 uses the micro instruc- 
tions output by decoder 204 and, by opening driver 122, has 
the data in general register 106 placed onto data processing 
unit input bus 124. 

In the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of coprocessor 

65 202, decoder 209 in coprocessor 202 receives the instruction 
after instruction register 119 is opened and then decodes the 
instruction. 
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In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control Id time period 2, in the instruction decoding stage (DPI), 

circuit 205 in processor 201, in advancing from pipeline decoder 204 in processor 201 receives the instruction after 

stage (DPI) to (EXP1), opens micro instruction register 113 instruction register 112 is opened and then decodes the 

and data latch 114. As a result, micro instructions are instruction. 

transmitted via opened micro instruction register 113 from 5 In the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of coprocessor 

decoder 204 to control circuit 205, so that by means of 2G2, decoder 209 in coprocessor 202 receives the instruction 

control circuit 205 in processor 201 executing pipeline after instruction register 119 is opened and then decodes the 

processing, operands are transmitted to data processing unit instruction. 

207 in processor 201 from data processing unit input bus In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control 

124. Here, co-processor data latch 118 is opened so that circuit 205 in processor 201, in advancing from pipeline 

operands are transmitted to coprocessor 202 from data stage (DPI) to (EXP1), opens micro instruction register 113, 

processing unit input bus 124. Similarly, control circuit 210 and data latch 114. As a result, micro instructions are 

in coprocessor 202, in advancing from pipeline stage (DEI) transmitted via opened micro instruction register 113 from 

to (EXE1), opens micro instruction register 120. Once micro decoder 204 to control circuit 203, so that by means of 

instruction register 113 in processor 201 has been opened, control circuit 205 in processor 201 executing pipeline 

control circuit 205 in processor 201 receives the micro 15 processing, data latch 114 is opened so that operands are 

instructions decoded by decoder 204 in the instruction transmitted to data processing unit 207 in processor 201 

decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once micro instruction from data processing unit input bus 124. Similarly, control 

register 120 has been opened, control circuit 210 in copro- circuit 210 in coprocessor 202, in advancing from pipeline 

cessor 202 receives the micro instructions decoded by stage (DEI) to (EXE1), opens micro instruction register 120. 

decoder 209 in the instruction decoding stage (DEI). 20 Once micro instruction register 113 in processor 201 has 

In time period 3, in the execution stage (EXP1) of been opened, control circuit 205 in processor 201 receives 

processor 201, data processing unit 207 in processor 201 the micro instructions decoded by decoder 204 in the 

does not execute data processing (NOP). instruction decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once micro 

In the instruction execution stage (EXE1) of coprocessor instruction register 120 has been opened, control circuit 210 

202, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 opens driver 250 25 in coprocessor 202 receives the micro instructions decoded 

so that one 32-bit operand is transmitted on data processing by decoder 209 in the instruction decoding stage (DEI), 

unit input bus 124 to coprocessor processing unit 211 in In time period 3, in the execution stage (EXP1) of 

coprocessor 202 and opens driver 253 so that one operand in processor 201, data processing unit 207 in processor 201 

data processing unit input buffer 230 is transmitted to does not execute data processing (NOP), 

coprocessor processing unit 211. Coprocessor processing 30 In the instruction execution stage (EXE1) of coprocessor 

unit 211 then performs processing using the operand from 202, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 opens driver 257 

data processing unit input bus 124 and the operand from data so that the processing result data stored in data processing 

processing unit input buffer 230 and outputs two pieces of unit output buffer 231 is transmitted on data processing unit 

data as its processing result Control circuit 210 in copro- output bus 125. 

cessor 202 then opens driver 254 in coprocessor 202 and has 35 In switching from time period 3 to time period 4, control 

one of the processing results of coprocessor processing unit circuit 205 in processor 201 opens register write buffer 116 

211 transmitted on data processing unit output bus 125 in switching pipeline processes from (EXP1) to (WB1) and, 

which transmits the processing result to processor 201. as a result, the processing result is transmitted from data 

Control circuit 210 io coprocessor 202 also opens driver 255 processing unit output bus 125 to general register 106 in 

in coprocessor 202 and has the other processing result of 40 processor 201 via the opened register write buffer 116. 

coprocessor processing unit 211 transmitted to data process- In time period 4, genera] register 106 in processor 201 

ing unit output buffer 231 where the processing result is stores one part of the processing result data, 

stored. By equipping coprocessor 202 with these kinds of buffers, 

In switching from time period 3 to time period 4, control the coprocessor can be made to process a plurality of 

circuit 205 in processor 201 opens register write buffer 116 45 operands without increasing the power consumption or the 

in switching pipeline processes from (EXP1) to (WB1) and, cost due to increased chip size. 

as a result, one of the processing results is transmitted from (2.4) Operation Saving Data in Data Processing Unit Input 

data processing unit output bus 125 to general register 106 Buffer 230 and Data Processing Unit Output Buffer 231 at 

in processor 201 via the opened register write buffer 116. the Start of an Interruption Process 

In time period 4, general register 106 in processor 201 so FIG. 8 is a time chart showing the occurrence of an 

stores one part of the processing result data. interruption to processor 201 and the operation saving the 

(2.3) Operation Reading Data from Data Processing Unit data in data processing unit input buffer 230 of coprocessor 

Output Buffer 231 and Storing in General Register 106 202 and the data in data processing unit output buffer 231 of 

FIG. 7 is a time chart showing the states of pipeline coprocessor 202 in saved data storage buffer 232. In this 

processing of the operation which writes the data stored in 55 time chart, the legend "ESC1" shows the execution of the 

data processing unit output buffer 231 into general register instruction saving the data in data processing unit input 

106 of processor 201. buffer 230 of coprocessor 202 and the legend "ESC2" shows 

In time period 1, memory 103 outputs the instruction onto the execution of the instruction saving the data in data 

instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 201 and processing unit output buffer 231 of coprocessor 202. 

coprocessor 202 in the instruction fetch stage (1F1) of 60 In time period 1, processor 201 receives an interruption 

processor 201. request signal from outside the device on interruption 

In switching from time period 1 to time period 2, control request signal line 240. 

circuit 205 in processor 201 advances from (IF1) to (DPI) In time period 2, control circuit 205 in processor 201 

and accordingly opens instruction register 112 of processor transmits an interruption signal on interruption signal line 

201. In the same way, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 65 241 to coprocessor 202. Control circuit 210 in coprocessor 

advances from (IF1) to (DEI) and accordingly opens 202 then receives this signal sent on interruption signal line 

instruction register 119 of coprocessor 202. 241. 
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In time period 3, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 Id the instruction execution stage (RTO) of processor 201, 

opens driver 238 and so has the processing result in data processor 201 executes a return process, 

processing unit input buffer 230 transmitted on data pro- In the instruction decoding stage (RH2) of coprocessor 

cessing unit output bus 123. Saved data storage buffer 232 202, interruption return micro instructions are repeatedly 

then receives this data on data processing unit output bus 5 output. 

123 and renews its stored content. In the instruction execution stage (RTI2) of coprocessor 

In time period 4, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 202, driver 239 is opened and saved data storage buffer 232 

opens driver 237 and so has the processing result in data places its data onto data processing unit input bus 124 which 

processing unit output buffer 231 transmitted on data pro- leads to processor 201 and coprocessor 202. Control circuit 

cessing unit output bus 123. Saved data storage buffer 232 10 210 in coprocessor 202 then opens driver 236 in coprocessor 

then receives this data on data processing unit output bus 202 which sends the data on data processing unit input bus 

123 and stores it. 124 to data processing unit input buffer 230 in coprocessor 

In time period 5, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 202. Data processing unit input buffer 230 then stores the 

transmits an interruption preparation completion signal to data received from data processing unit input bus 124. 

processor 201 via completion signal line 242, thereby giving 15 In time period 4, interruption return micro instructions are 

processor 201 permission to start the interruption process. repeatedly output as the instruction decoding stage (RTI3) of 

2.5 Data Return Process after Completion of Interruption processor 201. 

Process for Data Processing Unit Input Buffer 230 and Data In the instruction execution stage (RTO) of processor 201, 

Processing Unit Output Buffer 231 processor 201 executes a return process. 

FIG. 9 is a time chart showing the states of the pipeline 20 In the instruction execution stage (RTO) of coprocessor 

processing of the interruption return instruction. In this time 202, driver 239 is opened and saved data storage buffer 232 

chart, the legend "RTI1" shows the data return process by places its data onto data processing unit input bus 124 which 

processor 201 and coprocessor 202 for data processing unit leads to processor 201 and coprocessor 202. Control circuit 

input buffer 230, while the legend "RTO" shows the data 210 in coprocessor 202 then opens driver 236 in coprocessor 

return process by processor 201 and coprocessor 202 for 25 202 which sends the data on data processing unit input bus 

data processing unit output buffer 231. 124 to data processing unit output buffer 231 in coprocessor 

The following is an explanation of the operation by 202. Data processing unit output buffer 231 then stores the 

coprocessor 202 for an interruption return instruction with data received from data processing unit input bus 124. 

reference to the time chart in FIG. 9 showing the states of the Third Embodiment 

pipeline processing of the interruption return instruction. 30 FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the construction of 

In time period 1, memory 103 outputs the interruption the information processing device of the third embodiment 

return instruction onto instruction supply bus 126 which of me present invention. This information processing device 

leads to processor 201 and coprocessor 202 in the instruction can be seen to be composed of processor 301, coprocessor 

fetch stage of processor 201. 302 and memory 303. Note here that construction elements 

In switching from time period 1 to time period 2, control 35 which are the same as those in the second embodiment 

circuit 205 in processor 201 advances from (IF1) to (DPI) shown in FIG. 4 have been given the same reference 

and accordingly opens instruction register 112 of processor numerals and their explanation has been omitted, so that the 

201. In the same way, control circuit 210 in coprocessor 202 following explanation will focus on the differences with the 

advances from (IF1) to (DEI) and accordingly opens second embodiment. 

instruction register 119 of coprocessor 202. 40 In the present embodiment, processor 301 is equipped 

In time period 2, in the instruction decoding stage (DPI) with the functions of processor 201 in the second 

of processor 201, decoder 204 in processor 201 receives the embodiment, but differs in having a function for switching 

fetched interruption return instruction after instruction reg- tasks. Here, task switching for processor 301 refers to the 

ister 112 is opened and then decodes the instruction. execution of a task switching process achieved by executing 

Similarly, in the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of copro- 45 a task switching instruction. This task switching by proces- 

cessor 202, decoder 209 in coprocessor 202 receives the sor 301 may be achieved according to a common technique, 

interruption return instruction after instruction register 119 is Also, in the present embodiment, data processing unit output 

opened and then decodes the instruction. bus 125 may be constructed in the same way as the second 

In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control embodiment from one 32-bit bus. 
circuit 205 in processor 201, in the (RTI1) process, opens 50 Coprocessor 302 includes data processing unit input buff- 
micro instruction register 113 and data latch 114. As a result, ers 330 and 331, data processing unit output buffers 332 and 
interruption return micro instructions are transmitted via 333 and the surrounding drivers in place of data processing 
opened micro instruction register 113 from decoder 204 to unit input buffer 230, data processing unit output buffer 231 
control circuit 205. Similarly, control circuit 210 in copro- and the surrounding drivers of the second embodiment, as 
cessor 202, in advancing to pipeline stage (RTI1), opens 55 well as additionally including task management unit 361. 
micro instruction register 120. Once micro instruction reg- Decoder 304 in processor 301 is equipped with the 
ister 113 in processor 201 has been opened, control circuit functions of decoder 204 in the second embodiment, but 
205 in processor 201 receives the micro instructions differs in having a function for decoding task switching 
decoded from the (RTI1) instruction by decoder 204 in the instructions and for issuing micro instructions for switching 
instruction decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once micro 60 tasks as specified by the instruction in question, 
instruction register 120 has been opened, control circuit 210 Control circuit 305 in processor 301 is equipped with the 
in coprocessor 202 receives the micro instructions decoded functions of control circuit 205 in the second embodiment, 
from the (RTI1) instruction by decoder 209 in the instruction but differs in having a function outputting a variety of 
decoding stage (DEI). control signals corresponding to received micro instructions 

In time period 3, in the instruction decoding stage (RTO) 65 for realizing a switching of tasks, 

of processor 201, interruption return micro instructions are Decoder 309 in coprocessor 302 is equipped with the 

repeatedly output functions of decoder 209 in the second embodiment, but 
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differs in having a function for decoding task switching data from coprocessor processing unit 211 to data processing 

instructions. More specifically, when the decoding result unit output buffer 332. 

shows that an instruction is a task switching instruction, Driver 356 is a driver which is opened according to 

decoder 309 issues a micro instruction storing a task number control by control circuit 305 and which is used to transmit 

indicated by the decoded instruction into task management 5 data from coprocessor processing unit 211 to data processing 

unit 361. unit output buffer 333. 

Data processing unit 207 of processor 301 executes the Driver 337 is a driver which is opened according to 

main data processing for processor 301. control by control circuit 303 and which is used to transmit 

Control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 is equipped with data from data processing unit output buffer 332 on data 

the functions of control circuit 210 in the second 1Q processing unit output bus 125. 

embodiment, but differs in having a function for outputting Driver 358 is a driver which is opened according to 

control signals, on receiving micro instructions which are control by control circuit 305 and transmits data from data 

the decoding result of a task switching instruction, for processing unit output buffer 333 on data processing unit 

storing a task number specified by the instruction into task output bus 125. 

management unit 361. Also, on receiving micro instructions Selector 360 is controlled by control circuit 305 so as to 
which are the decoding result of a coprocessor transfer 15 select data processing unit input buffer 330 or data process- 
instruction as explained in the second embodiment, control ing unit input buffer 331. 

circuit 310 selectively uses one of data processing unit input Task management unit 361 is controlled by control circuit 

buffer 330 and data processing unit input buffer 331 accord- 305 so as to store a task number and to transmit this task 

ing to the task number stored in task management unit 361. number to control circuit 305. The task number stored by 

For example, when the task number stored in task manage- 20 task management unit 361 is set at task 1 or task 2, with, 

ment unit 361 is 1, control circuit 310 executes control so when the task number is task 1, data processing unit input 

that data processing unit input buffer 330 and data process- buffer 330 and data processing unit output buffer 332 being 

ing unit output buffer 332 are used, while when the task selected, and when the task number is task 2, data processing 

number is 2, control circuit 310 executes control so that data unit input buffer 331 and data processing unit output buffer 

processing unit input buffer 331 and data processing unit 25 333 being selected. 

output buffer 333 are used. As another example, when a The following is an explanation of the operation of the 

coprocessor instruction is for the execution of a three-item information processing device of the third embodiment of 

calculation, data processing unit input buffer 330 and data the present invention which is constructed as described 

processing unit input buffer 331 are used selectively, with, above, with the explanation being divided into (3.1) the 

when the execution of the coprocessor instruction generates 30 execution operation of a task switching operation, (3.2) the 

a plurality of pieces of data as a calculation result, data operation for a coprocessor transfer instruction in which the 

processing unit output buffer 332 and data processing unit data stored in general register 106 is written into a data 

output buffer 333 being used selectively according to the processing unit input buffer of coprocessor 302, (3.3) the 

task number. operation of a coprocessor instruction which performs a 

Data processing unit input buffer 330 and data processing 35 calculation using the data in general register 106 of proces- 

unit input buffer 331 are buffers for storing data sent on data sor 301 and the data in a data processing unit input buffer 

processing unit input bus 124 when coprocessor processing before writing the output result in general register 106 and 

unit 211 executes processing using a plurality of operands. in a data processing unit output buffer, and (3.4) operation 

Here, data processing unit input buffer 330 and data pro- for a coprocessor transfer instruction which writes data in a 

cessing unit input buffer 331 are selected according to the 40 data processing unit output buffer of coprocessor 302 into 

task number in task management unit 361. general register 106 of processor 301. 

Data processing unit output buffer 332 and data process- (3.1) Operation executing a task switching operation in 

ing unit output buffer 333 are buffers for storing the data to coprocessor 302 

be sent on data processing unit output bus 125 when a During the instruction fetch stage, memory 103 places a 
number of pieces of data are generated as the calculation 45 task switching instruction onto instruction supply bus 126. 
result of coprocessor processing unit 211. Here, data pro- In the instruction decoding stage, control circuit 310 opens 
cessing unit output buffer 332 and data processing unit instruction register 119. Once instruction register 119 has 
output buffer 333 are selected according to the task number been opened, decoder 309 decodes the task switching 
in task management unit 361. instruction. In switching between pipeline stages, control 
Driver 350 is a driver which is opened according to 50 circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 opens micro instruction 
control by control circuit 305 and which is used to transmit register 120. Once micro instruction register 120 has been 
data from data processing unit input bus 124 to coprocessor opened, control circuit 310 receives the micro instruction 
processing unit 211. decoded by decoder 309 and, together with executing con- 
Driver 351 is a driver which is opened according to trolof task switching, stores the task number specified by the 
control by control circuit 305 and which is used to transmit 55 original instruction in the task management unit 361. When 
data from data processing unit input bus 124 to data pro- coprocessor transfer instructions and coprocessor instruc- 
cessing unit input buffer 330. tions which are calculations using three or more items are 
Driver 352 is a driver which is opened according to executed, data processing unit input buffer 330 and data 
control by control circuit 305 and which is used to transmit processing unit output buffer 332 are selected when the task 
data from data processing unit input bus 124 to data pro- 60 number is task 1, while data processing unit input buffer 331 
cessing unit input buffer 331. and data processing unit output buffer 333 being selected 

Driver 354 is a driver which is opened according to when the task number is task 2. 

control by control circuit 305 and which is used to transmit (3.2) Operation for a Coprocessor Transfer Instruction in 

data from coprocessor processing unit 211 on data process- which Data Stored in General Register 106 is written into a 

ing unit output bus 125. 65 Data Processing Unit Input Buffer of Coprocessor 302 

Driver 355 is a driver which is opened according to The following is an explanation of the operation inside 

control by control circuit 305 and which is used to transmit coprocessor 302 when the task Dumber task 1 is stored in 
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task management unit 361 and data stored in general register In time period 1, memory 103 outputs the instruction onto 

106 is written into data processing unit input buffer 330. The instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 301 and 

present operation uses the same timing as the states in the coprocessor 302 in the instruction fetch stage (IF1) of 

time chart for pipeline processing shown in FIG. 5, so that processor 301. 

the following explanation will also refer to FIG. 5. 5 i n switching from time period 1 to time period 2, control 

In time period 1, memory 103 outputs the instruction onto circuit 303 in processor 301 advances from (IF1) to (DPI) 

instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 301 and and accordingly opens instruction register 112 of processor 

coprocessor 302 in the instruction fetch stage of processor 301 In the Mme way> control circuit 310 m coprocessor 302 

. , . - . . , „ . . , * , advances from (IF1) to (DEI) and accordingly opens 

In switching from time period 1 to time period 2 control w instnictkm regis ter 119 of coprocessor 302. 

circuit 305 in processor 301 advances from (IF1) to (DPI) ^ ^ 2 . ^ instruction decodin sta (DP1)) 

and accordingly opens instruction regnte 112 of processor ^ ^ inrtruion after 

301. In the same way, control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 . . . . , , _ , „ 
advances from (IFL) to (DEI) and accordingly opens ^truction register 112 is opened and hen decodes the 
instruction register 119 of coprocessor 202. instruction. Tten, control circuit 305 uses the micro instnac- 

In time period 2, in the instruction decoding stage (DPI) 15 * ons 0Ut P ut b y decoder 304 and > by opening driver 122, has 

of processor 301, decoder 304 in processor 301 receives the foe data in general register 106 placed onto data processing 

fetched instruction after instruction register 112 is opened unit input bus 124. 

and then decodes the instruction. Then, control circuit 305 Id the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of coprocessor 

uses the micro instructions output by decoder 304 and, by 302, decoder 309 in coprocessor 302 receives the instruction 

opening driver 122, has the operand in general register 106 20 after instruction register 119 is opened and then decodes the 

placed onto data processing unit input bus 124. instruction. 

In the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of coprocessor In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control 

302, decoder 309 in coprocessor 302 receives the instruction circuit 30S in processor 301, in advancing from pipeline 
after instruction register 119 is opened and then decodes the stage (DPI) to (EXP1), opens micro instruction register 113, 
instruction. 25 data latch 114 and coprocessor data latch 118. As a result, 

In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control micro instructions are transmitted via micro instruction 
circuit 305 in processor 301, in advancing from pipeline register 113 from decoder 304 to control circuit 305, so that 
stage (DPI) to (EXP1), opens micro instruction register 113, by means of control circuit 305 in processor 301 executing 
data latch 114 and coprocessor data latch 118. As a result, pipeline processing, operands are transmitted to data pro- 
micro instructions are transmitted from decoder 304 to 30 cessing unit 207 in processor 301 from data processing unit 
control circuit 305, so that by means of control circuit 305 input bus 124 and the operands are transmitted to coproces- 
in processor 301 executing pipeline processing, operands are sor 302 from data processing unit input bus 124. Similarly, 
transmitted to data processing unit 207 in processor 301 control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302, in advancing from 
from data processing unit input bus 124 the operands are pipeline stage (DEI) to (EXE1), opens micro instruction 
then transmitted to coprocessor 302 from data processing 35 register 120. Once micro instruction register 113 in proces- 
unit input bus 124. Similarly, control circuit 310 in copro- sor 301 has been opened, control circuit 305 in processor 
cessor 302, in advancing from pipeline stage (DEI) to 301 receives the micro instructions decoded by decoder 304 
(EXE1), opens micro instruction register 120. Once micro in the instruction decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once 
instruction register 113 in processor 301 has been opened, micro instruction register 120 has been opened, control 
control circuit 305 in processor 301 receives the micro 40 circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 receives the micro instruc- 
instructions decoded by decoder 304 in the instruction tions decoded by decoder 309 in the instruction decoding 
decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once micro instruction stage (DEI). 

register 120 has been opened, control circuit 310 in copro- In time period 3, in the execution stage (EXP1) of 

cessor 302 receives the micro instructions decoded by processor 301, data processing unit 207 in processor 301 

decoder 309 in the instruction decoding stage (DEI). 45 does not execute data processing (NOP). 

In time period 3, in the execution stage (EXP1) of In the instruction execution stage (EXE1) of coprocessor 

processor 301, data processing unit 207 in processor 301 302, "task 1", stored as task information in task management 

does not execute data processing (NOP). unit 361, is output to control circuit 310 of coprocessor 302. 

In the instruction execution stage (EXE1) of coprocessor Control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 opens driver 350 

302, control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 opens driver 351 50 so that one operand is transmitted on data processing unit 

which transmits one 32-bit operand on data processing unit input bus 124 to coprocessor processing unit 211 in copro- 

input bus 124 to data processing unit input buffer 330 in cessor 302, with selector 360 in coprocessor 302 selecting 

coprocessor 302. This operand is then stored in data pro- data processing unit input buffer 330 in accordance with the 

cessing unit input buffer 330. task information "task 1" output by task management unit 

(3.3) Operation of coprocessor instruction calculating using 55 361 so that one operand is transmitted from data processing 

data in general register 106 and data in a data processing unit unit input buffer 330 to coprocessor processing unit 211. 

input buffer before writing result in general register 106 and Coprocessor processing unit 211 then performs processing 

in a data processing unit output buffer using the operands from data processing unit input bus 124 

The following is an explanation of when task 1 is stored and the operand from data from data processing unit input 

by task management unit 361 in coprocessor 302, so that the 60 buffer 330 and outputs two pieces of data as its processing 

data stored in general register 106 of processor 301 and data result. Control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 then opens 

stored in data processing unit input buffer 330 are used in driver 354 in coprocessor 302 and has one of the pieces of 

calculation and the calculation results are written into gen- processing result data of coprocessor processing unit 211 

eral register 106 and data processing unit output buffer 332. transmitted on data processing unit output bus 125 to 

The present operation uses the same timing as the states in 65 processor 301. Control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 also 

the time chart for pipeline processing shown in FIG. 6, so opens driver 255 in coprocessor 302 in accordance with the 

that the following explanation will also refer to FIG. 6. task information "task 1" and so has the other piece of 
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processing result data of coprocessor processing unit 211 
transmitted to data processing unit output buffer 332, where 
the processing result is then stored. 

In switching from time period 3 to time period 4, control 
circuit 305 in processor 301 opens register write buffer 116 
in switching pipeline processes from (EXP1) to (WB1) and, 
as a result, one of the processing results is transmitted from 
data processing unit output bus 123 to general register 106 
in processor 301 via the opened register write buffer 116. 

In time period 4, general register 106 in processor 201 
stores one part of the processing result data. 
(3.4) Operation for Coprocessor Transfer Instruction which 
Writes Data in a Data Processing Unit Output Buffer of 
Coprocessor 302 into General Register 106 of Processor 301 

The following is an explanation of the operation for a 
coprocessor transfer instruction which writes data stored in 
data processing unit output buffer 333 into general register 
106 of processor 301 when task management unit 361 is 
storing the task information "task 2". The present operation 
uses the same timing as the states in the time chart for 
pipeline processing shown in FIG. 7, so that the following 
explanation will also refer to FIG. 7. 

In time period 1, memory 103 outputs the instruction onto 
instruction supply bus 126 which leads to processor 301 and 
coprocessor 302 in the instruction fetch stage (IF1) of 25 
processor 301. 

In switching from time period 1 to time period 2, control 
circuit 305 in processor 301 advances from (IF1) to pPl). 
and accordingly opens instruction register 112 of processor 

301. In the same way, control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 
advances from (IF1) to (DEI) and accordingly opens 
instruction register 119 of coprocessor 302. 

In time period 2, in the instruction decoding stage (DPI), 
decoder 304 in processor 301 receives the instruction after 
instruction register 112 is opened and then decodes the 
instruction. 

In the instruction decoding stage (DEI) of coprocessor 

302, decoder 309 in coprocessor 302 receives the instruction 
after instruction register 119 is opened and then decodes the 
instruction. 

In switching from time period 2 to time period 3, control 
circuit 305 in processor 301, in advancing from pipeline 
stage (DPI) to (EXP1), opens micro instruction register 113, 
and data latch 114. As a result, micro instructions are 
transmitted via opened micro instruction register 113 from 
decoder 304 to control circuit 305, so that by means of 
control circuit 305 in processor 301 executing pipeline 
processing, data latch 114 is opened and operands are 
transmitted to data processing unit 207 in processor 301 
from data processing unit input bus 124. Similarly, control 
circuit 310 in coprocessor 302, in advancing from pipeline 
stage (DEI) to (EXE1), opens micro instruction register 120. 
Once micro instruction register 113 in processor 301 has 
been opened, control circuit 305 in processor 301 receives 
the micro instructions decoded by decoder 304 in the 
instruction decoding stage (DPI). Similarly, once micro 
instruction register 120 has been opened, control circuit 310 
in coprocessor 302 receives the micro instructions decoded 
by decoder 309 in the instruction decoding stage (DEI). 

In time period 3, in the execution stage (EXP1) of 60 
processor 301, data processing unit 207 in processor 301 
does not execute data processing (NOP). 

In the instruction execution stage (EXE1) of coprocessor 
302, "task 2", stored as task information in task management 
unit 361, is output to control circuit 310 of coprocessor 310. 

Control circuit 310 in coprocessor 302 opens driver 258 
in accordance with "task 2" output by task management unit 
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361 so that the processing result data stored in data process- 
ing unit output buffer 333 is transmitted on data processing 
unit output bus 125. 

In switching from time period 3 to time period 4, control 
circuit 305 in processor 301 opens register write buffer 116 
in switching pipeline processes from (EXP1) to (WB1) and, 
as a result, the processing result is transmitted from data 
processing unit output bus 123 to general register 106 in 
processor 301 via opened register write buffer 116. 

In time period 4, general register 106 in processor 201 
stores one part of the processing result data. 

It should be noted here that although control circuit 310 
controls the switching of tasks by task management unit 361 
in the present embodiment, it is also possible for task 
switching to be performed by providing the device with a 
task switching signal line from outside the device so that 
task switching can be controlled from outside by means of 
a task switching signal. 

Similarly, while the first to third embodiments describe a 
case when registers are specified as operand data for copro- 
cessor instructions, the same operation can be achieved 
when memory locations are specified as operand data. In 
such a case the processor must perform memory access, 
which means that execution speed is no better than conven- 
tional techniques, although it becomes no longer necessary 
to equip the coprocessor with a circuit for controlling 
memory access, so that the scale of the circuit, and therefore 
the cost, is smaller than conventional circuits. 

Although the present invention has been fully described 
by way of examples with reference to the accompanying 
drawings, it is to be noted that various changes and modi- 
fications will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
Therefore, unless such changes and modifications depart 
from the scope of the present invention, they should be 
construed as being included therein. 

What is claimed is: 

1. An information processing device which includes a 
main processor and a coprocessor which process data 
according to an instruction stored in a memory, said infor- 
mation processing device comprising: 
an instruction bus used for transmitting the instruction 
from the memory to the main processor and to the 
coprocessor; 

a first bus, substantially directly connected to an output of 
a register set in the main processor and to an input of 
a processing unit in the coprocessor, used for transmit- 
ting data from the main processor to the coprocessor; 

a second bus, connected to an output of the processing 
unit in the coprocessor and substantially directly con- 
nected to an input of the register set in the main 
processor, used for transmitting data from the copro- 
cessor to the main processor; 

instruction detecting means, installed in the main 
processor, for detecting a coprocessor calculation 
instruction which is an instruction which should be 
executed by the coprocessor, out of all the instructions 
received from the memory via the instruction bus; 

operand identifying means, installed in the main 
processor, for identifying a source register in the reg- 
ister set and a destination register in the register set 
specified by operands in the instruction detected by the 
instruction detecting means; 

data supplying means, installed in the main processor, for 
supplying data from the identified source register to the 
coprocessor via the first bus; 

data storing means, installed in the main processor, for 
storing a calculation result supplied from the coproces- 
sor via the second bus in the identified destination 
register, 
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coprocessor instruction detecting means, installed in the 
coprocessor, for detecting, at a same time interval as the 
instruction detecting means, the coprocessor calcula- 
tion instruction out of all the instructions received from 
the memory via the instruction bus; and 5 

coprocessor instruction executing means, installed in the 
coprocessor, for executing the coprocessor calculation 
instruction detected by the coprocessor instruction 
detecting means using the data supplied via the first bus 
and for supplying the calculation result on the second 10 
bus. 

2. The information processing device of claim 1, wherein 
the coprocessor includes an input buffer for temporarily 

storing the data sent on the first bus, and the instruction 
detecting means detects a first transfer instruction indi- 15 
eating data transfer from the main processor to the 
coprocessor, 

the operand identifying means identifies source registers 
specified by operands of the detected first transfer 
instruction, 20 

the data supplying means outputs data in the identified 
source register for the first transfer instruction on the 
first bus, 

the coprocessor instruction detecting means, on detecting 
the first transfer instruction, stores the data on the first is 
bus in the input buffer, and 

the coprocessor instruction executing means uses the data 
in the input buffer in executing coprocessor calculation 
instructions which require at least three operands. 

3. The information processing device of claim 2, further 30 
comprising: 

a saving buffer which has an area for storing data; 

saving means, installed in the coprocessor, for saving the 
data in the input buffer in the saving buffer on receiving 
an interruption signal; and 35 

returning means, installed in the coprocessor, for return- 
ing the data in the saving buffer to the input buffer on 
detecting an instruction for a return from an 
interruption, ^ 

wherein the main processor outputs an interruption signal 
to the saving means on receiving an interruption 
request, and the coprocessor instruction detecting 
means notifies the returning means on detecting an 
instruction for the return from an interruption. 45 

4. The information processing device of claim 2, wherein 
the coprocessor further includes an output buffer for storing 
a part of the calculation result of the coprocessor instruction 
executing means which is the data on the second bus, 

the coprocessor instruction detecting means, on detecting 50 
a second transfer instruction indicating data transfer 
from the coprocessor to the main processor, has data in 
the output buffer which is a part of the calculation result 
of the coprocessor instruction executing means output 
on the second bus, 55 

the instruction detecting means detects the second transfer 
instruction, the operand identifying means identifies 
registers specified as destinations in operands of the 
second transfer instruction and the data storing means 
stores data from the second bus in the identified reg- 6 $ 
isters. 

5. The information processing device of claim 4, further 
comprising: 

a saving buffer which has an area for storing data; 

saving means, installed in the coprocessor, for saving the 65 
data in the input buffer and in the output buffer into the 
saving buffer on receiving an interruption signal; 
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returning means, installed in the coprocessor, for return- 
ing the data in the saving buffer to the input buffer and 
to the output buffer on detecting an instruction for a 
return from an interruption, 

wherein the main processor outputs an interruption signal 
to the saving means on receiving an interruption 
request, and the coprocessor instruction detecting 
means notifies the returning means on detecting an 
instruction for the return from an interruption. 

6. The information processing device of claim 4, wherein 
the coprocessor instruction detecting means detects an 

instruction to perform task switching in accordance 
with a task number which identifies a task, 

the input buffer and the output buffer include a plurality 
of pairs of storage areas, and 

the coprocessor further includes task management means 
for allowing data input and output for one pair of 
storage areas which corresponds to the task number in 
the detected task switching instruction and for prohib- 
iting data input and output for all other pairs of storage 
areas. 

7. The information processing device of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

main processor stage status management means for man- 
aging a number of cycles in an instruction execution 
stage of the main processor so as to equal a number of 
execution cycles of the coprocessor instruction execut- 
ing means, wherein 

the main processor executes pipeline processing which 
includes at least an instruction fetch stage, an instruc- 
tion decoding stage and the instruction execution stage 
and the coprocessor operates in synchronization with 
the main processor. 

8. The information processing device of claim 7, wherein 
the coprocessor instruction executing means, on reaching a 
final cycle during an execution of the coprocessor 
instruction, notifies the main processor stage status manage- 
ment means of an end of coprocessor instruction execution 
and the main processor stage status management means, on 
receiving a notification of the end of coprocessor instruction 
execution, terminates the instruction execution stage during 
an execution cycle in which the notification is received. 

9. The information processing device of claim 7, further 
comprising main processor determining means for determin- 
ing a number of cycles in the execution stage of a main 
processor in accordance with a kind of coprocessor calcu- 
lation instruction detected by the instruction detecting 
means, wherein the main processor stage status management 
means has the instruction execution stage continued for the 
number of cycles determined by the main processor deter- 
mining means. 

10. The information processing device of claim 7, 
wherein 

the coprocessor includes an input buffer for temporarily 
storing the data sent on the first bus, and the instruction 
detecting means detects a first transfer instruction indi- 
cating data transfer from the main processor to the 
coprocessor, 

the operand identifying means identifies source registers 
specified by operands of the detected first transfer 
instruction, 

the data supplying means outputs data in the identified 
source register for the first transfer instruction on the 
first bus, 

the coprocessor instruction detecting means, on detecting 
the first transfer instruction, stores the data on the first 
bus in the input buffer, and 
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the coprocessor instruction executing means uses the data 
in the input buffer in executing coprocessor calculation 
instructions which require at least three operands. 

U. The information processing device of claim 10, further 
comprising: 

a saving buffer which has an area for storing data; 

saving means, installed in the coprocessor, for saving the 
data in the input buffer in the saving buffer on receiving 
an interruption signal; and 

returning means, installed in the coprocessor, for return- 
ing the data in the saving buffer to the input buffer on 
detecting an instruction for a return from an 
interruption, 

wherein the main processor outputs an interruption signal 
to the saving means on receiving an interruption 
request, and the coprocessor instruction detecting 
means notifies the returning means on detecting an 
instruction for the return from an interruption. 

12. The information processing device of claim 10, 
wherein 

the coprocessor further includes an output buffer for 
storing a part of the calculation result of the coproces- 
sor instruction executing means which is the data on the 
second bus, 

the coprocessor instruction detecting means, on detecting 
a second transfer instruction indicating data transfer 
from the coprocessor to the main processor, has data in 
the output buffer which is a part of the calculation result 
of the coprocessor instruction executing means output 
on the second bus, 

the instruction detecting means detects the second transfer 
instruction, the operand identifying means identifies 
registers specified as destinations in operands of the 
second transfer instruction and the data storing means 
stores data from the second bus in the identified reg- 
isters. 

13. The information processing device of claim 12, fur- 
ther comprising: 

a saving buffer which has an area for storing data; 

saving means, installed in the coprocessor, for saving the 
data in the input buffer and in the output buffer into the 
saving buffer on receiving an interruption signal; 

returning means, installed in the coprocessor, for return- 
ing the data in the saving buffer to the input buffer and 
to the output buffer on detecting an instruction for a 
return from an interruption, 

wherein the main processor outputs an interruption signal 
to the saving means on receiving an interruption 
request, and the coprocessor instruction detecting 
means notifies the returning means on detecting an 
instruction for the return from an interruption. 

14. The information processing device of claim 12, 
wherein 

the coprocessor instruction detecting means detects an 
instruction to perform task switching in accordance 
with a task number which identifies a task, 

the input buffer and the output buffer include a plurality 
of pairs of storage areas, and 

the coprocessor further includes task management means 
for allowing data input and output for one pair of 
storage areas which corresponds to the task number in 
the detected task switching instruction and for prohib- 
iting data input and output for all other pairs of storage 
areas. 

15. The information processing device of claim 1, further 
comprising: 
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a main processor flag register for storing a plurality of 

flags showing states of a calculation result; 
a first flag bus used for transmitting flags supplied by the 
data supplying means to the coprocessor instruction 
5 executing means; and 

a second flag bus used for transmitting new flags from the 
coprocessor instruction executing means to the main 
processor flag register, 
wherein the data supplying means supplies flags in the 
10 main processor flag register to the coprocessor together 
with the data in the source registers, the data storing 
means stores the new flags transmitted from the copro- 
cessor in the main processor flag register along with 
storing the calculation result in the destination 
15 registers, and the coprocessor instruction executing 
means executes the coprocessor calculation instruction 
using flags and data supplied by the data supplying 
means, before outputting a new flag showing a state of 
a calculation result to the data storing means. 
20 16. The information processing device of claim 15, fur- 
ther comprising: 
main processor stage status management means for man- 
aging a number of cycles in an instruction execution 
stage of the main processor so as to equal a number of 
25 execution cycles of the coprocessor instruction execut- 
ing means, wherein 
the main processor executes pipeline processing which 
includes at least an instruction fetch stage, an instruc- 
tion decoding stage and the instruction execution stage 
30 and the coprocessor operates in synchronization with 
the main processor. 

17. The information processing device of claim 16, 
wherein the coprocessor instruction executing means, on 
reaching a final cycle during an execution of the coprocessor 

35 instruction, notifies the main processor stage status manage- 
ment means of an end of coprocessor instruction execution 
and the main processor stage status management means, on 
receiving a notification of the end of coprocessor instruction 
execution, terminates the instruction execution stage during 

40 an execution cycle in which the notification is received. 

18. The information processing device of claim 16, fur- 
ther comprising main processor determining means for 
determining a number of cycles in the execution stage of a 
main processor in accordance with a kind of coprocessor 

45 calculation instruction detected by the instruction detecting 
means, wherein the main processor stage status management 
means has the instruction execution stage continued for the 
number of cycles determined by the main processor deter- 
mining means. 

50 19. The information processing device of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

at least one coprocessor, with a coprocessor calculation 
instruction executed by each coprocessor being for a 
different type of calculation, 

55 wherein the instruction bus is used to transmit an instruc- 
tion taken from the memory to the coprocessor instruc- 
tion detecting means in every coprocessor, the first bus 
is used to transmit data supplied by the data supplying 
means to the coprocessor instruction executing means 

60 in each coprocessor, the second bus is used to transmit 
a calculation result of the coprocessor instruction 
executing means in a coprocessor which executed the 
coprocessor calculation instruction to the data storing 
means, and the instruction detecting means detects 

65 coprocessor instructions for each coprocessor. 

20. The information processing device of claim 19, fur- 
ther comprising: 
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main processor stage status management means for man- 
aging a number of cycles in an instruction execution 
stage of the main processor so as to equal a number of 
execution cycles of the coprocessor instruction execut- 
ing means of a coprocessor which executes a copro- 
cessor instruction, wherein 

the main processor executes pipeline processing which 
includes at least an instruction fetch stage, an instruc- 
tion decoding stage and the instruction execution stage 
and each coprocessor operates in synchronization with 
the main processor. 

21. The information processing device of claim 20, 
wherein the coprocessor instruction executing means in a 
coprocessor which executes the coprocessor instruction, on 
reaching a final cycle during an execution of the coprocessor 
instruction, notifies the main processor stage status manage- 
ment means of an end of coprocessor instruction execution 
and the main processor stage status management means, on 
receiving a notification of the end of coprocessor instruction 
execution, terminates the instruction execution stage during 20 
an execution cycle in which the notification is received. 

22. The information processing device of claim 20, fur- 
ther comprising main processor determining means for 
determining a number of cycles in the execution stage of a 
main processor in accordance with a kind of coprocessor 25 
calculation instruction detected by the instruction detecting 
means, wherein the main processor stage status management 
means has the instruction execution stage continued for the 
number of cycles determined by the main processor deter- 
mining means. 

23. A processing system having a main processor and a 
coprocessor, the system comprising: 

an instruction bus which transmits an instruction from a 
memory to the main processor and to the coprocessor; 

a first bus, substantially directly connected to an output of 
a register set in the main processor and to an input of 
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a processing unit in the coprocessor, which transmits 
data from the main processor to the coprocessor; 

a second bus, connected to an output of the processing 
unit in the coprocessor and substantially directly con- 
nected to an input of the register set in the main 
processor, which transmits data from the coprocessor to 
the main processor; 

an instruction detector, installed in the main processor, 
which detects a coprocessor calculation instruction out 
of all the instructions received from the memory via the 
instruction bus; 

an operand identifier, installed in the main processor, 
which identifies a source register in the register set and 
a destination register in the register set specified by 
operands in the instruction detected by the instruction 
detector; 

a data supplier, installed in the main processor, which 
supplies data from the identified source register to the 
coprocessor via the first bus; 

a data storage device, installed in the main processor, 
which stores a calculation result supplied from the 
coprocessor via the second bus in the identified desti- 
nation register; 

a coprocessor instruction detector, installed in the 
coprocessor, which detects, at a same time interval as 
the instruction detector, the coprocessor calculation 
instruction out of all the instructions received from the 
memory via the instruction bus; and 

a coprocessor instruction executor, installed in the 
coprocessor, which executes the coprocessor calcula- 
tion instruction detected by the coprocessor instruction 
detector using the data supplied via the first bus and for 
supplying the calculation result on the second bus. 
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